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of internal improvements. dt has been the prac- 
tice to acquiesce In the more limited view of the || 
policy sanctioned by Congress, to such harbors 
and rivers, the improvement of which may be || 
properly embraced by the commercial power of 

the country. . : 

The honorable chairman of the Committee of | 
Ways and Means, not entertaining the opinion, I || 
suppose, that any of these rivers could be embraced 
under the commercial power, and finding that the | 
President of the United States, in his annual mes- | 
sage, has made some distinction between the gen- | 
eral system anda more particular application of 
it to this commercial power, proposes now to || 
divide the subject, and make reference to separate | 
committees. 

1 have two suggestions to make to the com- | 
mittee: First, that such reference as is designed | 
by the honorable chairman of the Committee of | 
Ways and Means, must necessarily enlarge the | 
action of this committee and this House; for if 
we have the reference of ‘‘rivers’’ to a Committee 

~ . it 
upon Roads and Canals, together with general | 
subjects of internal improvement, it is a permission 
at least, if itis not an invitation, for this committee, 
charged with the general system of internal im- 
provements, to give greater latitude to the improve- | 
ments of the rivers of the country. However de- || 
signed by the honorable chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, it necessarily gives oc- | 
casion for a greater development of the system, | 
under the direction of the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, which is an internal improvement 
committee; it is a committee formed with a view to | 
carry out the general system—applicable to roads || 
and canals, as well as to rivers generally. 

The Committee on Commerce, on the other hand, | 
cannot entertain with propriety any reference to | 
rivers, not immediately necessary to the existing 
commerce of the country, and to the safety of that 
commerce as it is now existing and regulated by 
the laws of the United States. 

So far as I have any opinion to express upon 
that subject, I think that the subject of harbors 
and rivers should be embraced in the action of that 
committee, which should have jurisdiction over 
those harbors and rivers which are intimately con- 
nected with the existing commerce of the country. 
The Mississippi, the Ohio, and the other great prin- 
cipal itveanin. Vicia through the Western States || 
to the Mississippi and the Ohio, are, in themselves, 
if not inland seas, like the lakes, large and prin- 
cipal ways of communication immediately con- 
nected with the commerce of the country, upon | 
which there must be erected light-houses, buoys, 
beacons, and, if need be, piers, to protect the com- | 
merce of the country, floating upon these rivers | 
and lying upon their shores. There must be fur- | 
ther obstructions removed if they exist in those | 
rivers, exposing the lives and property of those | 
navigating them to danger. hold that such 
an application of the power is not necessarily | 
embraced in that system and in that idea which 
ee rise to the Committee on Roads and Canals. | 

t has been the practice heretofore not to insist | 
ee a reference to the Committee on Roads and 

anals, and not to invite the Committee on Roads 
to take up the more enlarged system of inter- 
nal improvement, once so fruitful of controversy 
in the country. I am therefore opposed to this 
reference of this subject, for the general reason 
that it takes immediately from the Committee on 

ommerce a class of rivers intimately connected 
with the commerce.of the country. And I have 
the further objection, that it takes away power | 
from that committee, and gives it to one of greater 
and more general jurisdiction. 

I should mgst cheerfully defer to the patriotism 
and intelligence of the Committee on Roads and | 
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ower of this Government to entertain the system It Mr. BAYLY. I do not wish, in this incidental || will make that bill suffciently large, to interest a 


debate, to enter into a discussion of the general 
system of river and harbor improvements; but I 
desire to state to the committee the reasons which 
influenced me in proposing to send the subjeot of \| 
internal improvements to the Committee on Roads 1] 
and Canals. The first and most prominent of | 
those reasons was, that the rules of the House | 
upon this subject are imperative. 

The 98th rule declares, that ‘it shall be the duty 
‘of the Committee on Roads and Canals to take 
‘into consideration all such petitions and matters || 
‘or things relative to roads and canals, and to 
‘the improvement of the navigation of rivers, as 
‘shall be presented or may come in question and || 
‘be referred to them by the House,”’ and so forth. || 

Now, sir, in drawimg up these resolutions I 
have copied the words of that rule, and have re- 
ferred so much of the message as relates to the 
improvement of rivers to the Committee on Roads |} 
and Canals. It strikes me very forcibly that that || 
is the proper reference. If the Committee on 
Roads and Canals are not to take into considera- || 
tion such subjects as these, there is nothing at all, 
as it seems to me, over which they can take juris- || 
diction. 


Mr. HOUSTON, (interposing.) Will the gen- || 


|| tleman allow me to ask him one question, and that | 


is, Whether the reference which he proposes to the || 
Committee on Commerce does not embrace all the 
harbors of the country, whether they be on rivers, 
lakes, or on the sea? 


Mr. BAYLY. The resolution declares that so || 


| much of the message as refers to the improvement || 


of harbors shall go to the Committee on Com- | 
merce. My own opinion was, that it ought to | 
have gone to the Committee on Roads and Canals, 
because I do not think that the improvement of 
harbors, if there be any authority for it at all, || 
comes under the commercial power. I shall not, || 
however, go into that subject; I have done it here- || 
tofore. 

But I deferred to the former practice of the 
House on the subject, and in a great measure to || 
what I supposed was the wish of my friend from 
Maryland, {[Mr. MeLane,] and proposed to refer 
so much of the message as related to harbors to 
the Committee on Commerce; but in the language 
of the rule, so much as relates to the improvement 
of the navigation of rivers, | proposed to refer to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals. If the 
amendment of my friend from Maryland [Mr. 


|| McLane] prevail, why the Committee on Roads || 
| and Canals will have been virtually deprived of 


any — for its action, as there is no other 
part of the message that can be appropriately re- || 
ferred to it. 

Mr. ROBINSON. I move to strike out the 
word “harbors.”” My object in rising is merely 
for the purpose of saying a few words in refer- 
ence to this matter, inasmuch as I have the honor 
to be the chairman of the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. Iam not at all ambitious, so far as 
I am concerned, of extending the jurisdiction of 
the committee upon this subject; still it must be 
apparent to the House and the country, that if 
such a committee is necessary at all under the 


mittee on Commerce; and that great 
| made to get it up. 
| mittee on Roads and Canals would have an oppor- 


| every harbor in a separate bill. 
| attention has been called to the subject, that has 


<< _ 


New Seaies.... No. 2. 





majority of the Representatives upon this floor, 
in order to get votes enough to pass it. ‘The con- 
sequenee is, that it encourages corrupt legislation. 
In matters of this kind, | am in favor of every 
internal improvement standing upon its own mer- 
its, for if you divide these subjects, you in some 
degree put an end to corrupt legislation; but if you 
keep them together, you foster a system of cor- 
ruption that brings everything into a general bill, 
and gets up a general scramble from every point 
of the compass, to get in as many different bills as 
possible. Sir, practically, Ido not know as it 
will make at this session, how this matter is dis- 
posed of, as we all know there is a bill upon the 
calendar of this House, reported from the Com- 
efforts are 
Ido not know that the Com- 


tunity of digesting a measure and bringing it be- 
fore the House, in time for action during this 
short session. If it is the pleasure of the House 
to divide these subjects, as I think they have a 
right to do, so far as I am concerned, I shall have 
no objections. * 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. I propose to say 
a single word in reply to what has been said by 
the gentleman near me. I must not be understood 
by the committee as entertaining any objection 


| whatever to the propriety of dividing the subjects 


of harbors and rivers, and referring them, if need 
be, to separate committees of this House. I en- 
tirely approve of that course of proceeding; and 
furthermore, I concur entirely with my _ friend 
from Indiana, [Mr. Rosinson,] that it would be ad- 
visable, if possible, to bring in every river and 
So far as my 


been my opinion, and that has been my desire; 
but it has not been in my power to give it that 
direction. 

I have already stated to the committee, that the 


rivers now before the Committee on Commerce, 


are rivers which we believe to be connected im- 
mediately with the existing commerce of the coun- 


| try; but if it be the pleasure of the a give 
| more scope to the internal improvement 


ystem, 
and not to limit the class of rivers to be improved, 
then refer it to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 
Sut if you refer your rivers generally to the Com- 


mittee on Roads and Canals, there is no limitation 


to the discretion of that committee. And I say that 
that was the recognized and fundamental principle 
which prevailed when the Committee on Roads and 


|| Canals was organized. We organized the Commit- 


tee on Roads and Canals as an internal improvement 
committee; and when you refer the subject of river 
improvement to that committee, there 1s no limita- 
tion to their discretion; and any river that the com- 
mittee might think proper to introduce, as a mere 
matter of discretion, would come into the bill. But 
if you make reference to the commercial power, or 
the navy power, or the army power, vont every 
single item of the bill must relate to the navy, 
army, or commercial power; and though your 
bill may be defective, though the principle may 
be abused, there is a principle to guide the House, 


rule, that the House has no discretion whatever, || But refer the subject of rivers generally to the 
and that the subject of navigation of rivers must || Committee on Roads and Canals, and there is no 
| be sent to that committee—for, as the chairman || principle. I submit, that by the very reference 
of the Committee of Ways and Means has read || you revivify and reinstate the system of internal 
the rule, it is express and unequivocal, and the || improyements, and give life to the Commuttee on 
rule in reference to the Committee on Commerce || Roads and Canals, which has no life unless you 
does not mention anything in reference -to the || have a system of internal improvements, — 

navigation of rivers at all. There is another rea- The gentlemen from Indiana and Virginia say, 
son why, I think, there is an obvious propriety in || that the committee has nothing to do unless you 
dividing these subjects, and in sending those mat- 1 refer to it generally, without limitation, the rivers 


‘ ‘ ; 5 a rey ae of . Co 
| ters, relating to the navigation of rivers, to the || of the country. That, sir, is precisely my own 


|| Committee on Roads and Canals, in pursuance of || opinion; and I submit thct the division of the pres- 


| the rules, and it is this: it will have some tendency || ent reference is an enlargement of the system, 





Canals, instituted as it is under the rules of the | 
ouse, and having a wider ind more expansive | 
range than the Committee on Commerce, did I | 
not consider the limitations which control the ac- 
tion of the Committee on Ccmwerce indispensa- | 
ble to a wise and judicious application of the 
power of Congress to improve rivers and harbors. 


| and for that reason, and for that reason alone, I 
| would be opposed to it, But after all, I am not 
or less, in reference to interna! improvements. || much opposed to it, and I beg pardon for extend- 

If you make the Committee on Commerce the | ing this discussion, I shall acquiesce with very 
general vortex into which everything relating to || great pleasure in whatever may be the decision of 
these matters, must go, they will bring in a bill |, the Committee, and devote myself with - om 
embracing a general system of measures, and they i cheerfulness to the harbors, leaving my friend from 


to break down this system of log-rolling that ex- 
| ists in Congress, and in all legislative bodies more 
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Indiana, [Mr. Rossiwson,] with the ability and | Mr. MEADE inguired if it was in order to ask 


spirit which I know characterize him and his 
Western associates, to take care of the rivers. I 
will cheerfully, and with great pleasure, resign to 
him his Western rivers, only asking, in advance, 


that he will take care of the Patapsco,and James, | 


and Savannah, and Hudson rivers, as well as the 


Mississippi, and the Ohio, &c., west of the moun- | 


tains. 
Mr. 


ment by unanimous consent. 


Mr. HUBBARD moved that the committee rise, || 


with a view to an adjournment. 

The question was put, and the motion was 
negatived. oe 

‘The question then recurring on Mr. McLane’s 
amendment, it was taken by tellers, (Messrs. Rap- 
iwson, and. McLane of Maryland acting,) and 
decided in the affirmative—ayes 81, noes 45; so 
the amendment was adopted, 

The ninth resolution being read, as follows: 


That so much of the message and accompanying docn- || 


ments as relates to roads and canals, and to the improve- 
ment of the navigation of rivers, be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Roads and Canals— 


Mr. VINTON moved to strike out the words 


‘‘and to the improvement of the navigation of 


rivers.”’ 

The question was put, and the words were 
stricken out, : 

Mr. HOUSTON moved the following addition- 
al resolution: 


Resolved, That so much of said message and accompany- | 


ing documents ns relates to the health, comfort, and safety 


of the city of Washiagton, and the security of the public | 
buildings and records, be referred to the Committee on Pub- | 


lic Buildings and Grounds. 


He said: There are, Mr. Chairman, certain rec- 
ommendations in the President’s message which 
relate, in the words of the message, and in the 
words of the resolution, to the health, comfort, 
and safety of the city of Washington, and the 
security of the public buildings and records. 1 
apprehend that by the standing rules of the House, 


this subject appropriately belongs to the Com- | 


I do 


mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 


not know whether the honorable member from | 


Virginia, [Mr. Barty,] who has submitted these 
resolutions, contemplated the reference of this 
part of the message to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, but, in my opinion, it really 
does nat belong to that committee, 
cessar@ethat I should read the whole of that por- 


tion of the message which more particularly re- | 


ates to the pro osition submitted to the President 
pro} 


for the supply of the city with water, which he | 


conceives to be highly conducive to the health and 


comfort of the city, as well as the safety and se- || 


; . < . 
curity of the public buildings and records. Lhave 
offered this resolution by way of amendment, in 


order that this portion of the message may go to 
the committee to which it appropriately belongs, | 


J take it for granted that neither the honorable 


nor any other gentleman, will object to it. 


The question was then taken on the resolution, | 


and it was adopted. 


. ° . . j 
On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the committee then | 


rose and reported the resolutions to the House. 
Mr. BAYLY called for the previous question; 


and the demand was seconded, and the main || 
question ordered, which main question was on the | 
| 


Jhe question was then put, and the resolutions | 


adoption of the resolutions. 


were adopted. 
THE PENNSYLVANIA. 


Mr. SCHENCK asked leave to offer the fol- | 


lowing resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be | 


instructed to inquire and ascertain the necessary expense 


therefor, and to report forthwith a bill appropriating an | 
amount of money sufficient to enable the President of the | 


United States to fit out ‘the ship-of-the-line Pennsylvania, 
and to send her to England, to convey thither, under euch 


regulations as he shall prescribe, the works of art, and the || 


productions of the United States, intended by citizens of 


this Government to be exhibited at the ** World’s Fair,” | 


which is te assemble in London in May next. 
Mr. MEADE objected to its reception, 


Mr. SC/LENCK moved to none the rules. || 
1at the House 


Mr. RICHARDSON moved t 
adjourn, but on a division there appeared—ayes 
62, noes 75. So the House refused to adjourn. 

‘The question recurring on the motion to suspend 
the rules, 


ROBINSON then withdrew his amend- | 


It is not ne- | 





a question of the mover? 
| TheSPEAKER. Nodebate is in order except 
| by unanimous consent, 

Objection was made by several members. 

Mr. MEADE only wished to state that it would 
cost half a million of dollars. 
order.] 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
suspend the rules, and disagreed to—ayes 67, 
noes 70. 


| 
} 
| 


1} 


|| Mr. HAMPTON asked the gentleman to with- 

|| draw the motion to enable him to move a resolu- 

tion to withdraw certain papers from the files. 
Mr. VINTON refused to withdraw the motion, 

stating that the papers could be withdrawn under 

|| the rules. 

|| ‘The question was then put, and 

| The House adjourned. 

1] —— 

it 

} 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


|, September, 1841, granting preémption rights to settlers upon 
|| the public lands, and to extend the time of payment 
| therefor. 
| Also, A bill to extend the provisions of the pension 
| laws to all soldiers, and to the widows of all soldiers 
| who served for a term of three months and upwards in the 

war of the American Revolution, or in the last war with 
| Great Britain. 


} 


| 


| of surgeons and pursers in the navy of the United States. 
Also, A bill granting the right of way and a grant of 
public lands to the State of [linois, to aid in the con- 
| struction of a railroad from Naples to the Illinois river west- 
ward to the Mississippi, and from Springfield to the eastern 
| line of said State. 
By Mr. STRONG: A bill to provide for taking testimony 
in cases of contested elections for members of the House of 
|, Representatives of the United States. 
|| Mr. CHANDLER gave notice that to-morrow, or on 
some future day, he shouid ask leave to introduce a bill for 
the encouragement of dramatic literature, by securing to 
authors the sole right of representation. 

Mr. SIBLEY gave notice of his intention to introduce a 
bill for the punishment of crimes and offenees committed 
within the limits of the Indian country in Minnesota, and 
to promote the civilization of the Indian tribes within said 
Territory. 

Mr. SPAULDING gave notice that he would on to-mor- 
row, or as soon thereafter as practicable, introduce the 
following bill: 

AN ACT to authorize the improvement of the navigation 
of the St. Clair Flats, in the State of Michigan. 

Sec. 1. 


assembled, That the channel through the St. Clair Flats, | 


|| from Lake St. Clair into the St. Clair river, shall be so 

deepened, enlarged, and improved, and lights, beacons, 
| buoys, and stakes so placed and maintained along the said 

|} channel, as to make the navigation thereof safe and easy for 
all steamboats and vessels navigating those waters. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the deepening 
and enlarging of the channel hereby authorized, shall be 
commenced and the work executed, and thereafter main- 
tained under the supervision and direction of the Corps of 
Topographical Engineers; and the sum of forty thousand 
dollars is hereby appropriated to that object, payable out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, and 
such annual appropriations shall thereafter be made as will 


Seo. 3. wind be it further enacted, That the placing and 


said channel, shall be commenced and the work executed 


Treasury; and the sum of ten thousand dollars is hereby ap- 
propriated to that object, payable out of any money in the 
|| ‘Treasury not otherwise appropriated, and that such work 


| Secretary of the Treasury, and such further annual appro- 
priations be made therefor, as shall be necessary to com- 
plete and maintain the same. 





PETITIONS. 
The following petitions were presented under the rule, 
and referred to the appropriate committees : 
| By Mr. LEFFLER: The petition of the late and present 
|| register and receiver at Mineral Point, Wisconsin, praying 
|, additional compensation for the location of military bounty 
land warrants. 


Also, a similar petition from the late and present land 
oflicers at Dubuque, Lowa, of the like import. 


it 


administrator of Francis W. C. Muren, asking payment of 
| amount of pension due deceased. 

By Mr. HARRIS of Illinois: The petition of James M. 
Davis and others, registers and receivers in Dlinois, pray- 
ing Congress to grant adequate compensation to suc 
eers for official services. 

By Mr. WALDO: The petition of the heirs of Major 
John Ripley, late of the State of Connecticut, deceased, 
| asking for commutation pay. 

By Mr. SEDDON: The petition of many merchants and 
citizens of Richmond, Virginia, for the erection in that city 
of a custom -house. 

Also, the petition of Jacquelin Taylor, Thomas Ellis, and 
| Others, for the return of certain duties exacted under cir- 
cumstances of peculiar hardship. 
|| _ Also, the petition of Clara McWilliams, of Fredericks- 
| burg, Virginia, for an appropriation to make good a land 
warrant heretofore issued for the revolutionary services of 
her father. 


i} 
i} 
| 
i 


i 


}' 





[Loud cries of | 


| maintaining of the lights, beacons, buoys, and stakes along 
shairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, |' nenc' n A l 
chairman ea > || under the supervision and direction of the Secretary of the | 


shall continue under the supervision and control of the i] ) A 
| for the same period; the amount drawn from the 


h offi- 4 
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Mr. VINTON moved that the House adjourn. |: 


|| Anderson and others, citizens of Cincinnati, 


jy Mr. WENTWORTH: A bill toamend the act of 4th 


By Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois: A bill to establish the rank || 





Dee. 9, 


By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of Is 
others, citizens of ‘Trumbull county, Ohio, praying the re 
peal of the fugitive slave law passed at the last SeSsirn “ 
Congress. — 

Also, the petition of H. W. Collar and ot iti 
Trumbull county, Ohio, praying the anh 9g gy ere “ 
slave you eee Be 7 fs, 1850. aot 

By- Mr. HOLLADAY: The petition of C Wi 
liams, asking indemnity for Frenth po ae 

By Mr. ANDREWS: The petition of Jesse G 
36 others, citizens of Clintonville, Clinton e« 
York, asking Congress to repeal the fugitiy 
passed at the lagt session. 

By Mr. DANNER: A petition from the heirs of p 
Straber, late of York county, Pennsylvania, decease 
ing compensation for the services of the said de 
the revolutionary war. 

By Mr. POTTER: The petition of Jacob Stra 


aac Miller ang 


ay and 
minty, New 
e slave law 


eter 
d, pray- 
ceased in 


der, Paul 
: | praying that 
| compensation may be made to the “ Ohio and Mississipp} 

' 


| —_ line’? for transportation of the United States mail in 
1832. 

By Mr. HAMPTON: The petition of the Board of Trade 

| of the city of Pittsburg, praying for an appropriation to erect 

| a custom-house, post office, and other public buildings in 
said city. rs 

Also, the petition of Tobias Myers and C. McKibbin, of 
Pittsburg, praying to be released from their contract wi 
the Navy Department. 
| By Mr. YOUNG: The petition of James M. Davis and 
others, asking that additional compensation be given the 
| registers and receivers of land offices for locating mili- 

tary land warrants. 

By Mr. PARKER: The petition of 110 citizens of Vir- 
| rginia, asking the establishment of a mail route between 
| Charlestown, Jefferson county, Virginia, and Berryville, 

Clarke county, Virginia. 7; 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of John L. Mitchell, and 
45 others, citizens of the counties of Crawlord. Venango, 
and Warren, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to establish 
a post-road from Megdville, Crawtord county, via Chop- 
manville, Titusville, and Enterprise, to “* Steam Mill” post- 
office, in Warren county, on the Warren and Franklin 
turnpike road in Warren county. 

Mr. POTTER withdrew from the files the petition of 


ith 


| James W. Knaggs, administrator of Whitmore Knaggs; 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 1} eri 
1} resentatives of the United States of America in Congress || Commissioner of the General Land Office, exhibit- 


|ing the operations of that branch of the public 


1} 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


j 
j 
i] 
i} 
i} 
} 
j 








By Mr. MILLSON: The petition of John C. Cohoon, |! 


|| 


| 


which was referred to the Committee of Claims, 


IN SENATE. 
Monnay, December 9, 1850. 


Mr. Gwry, of California, Mr. Bortawp, of 
Arkansas, and Mr. Yuer, of Florida, appeared 
in their seats this morning. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The PRESIDENT of the Senate laid before 


| the body a communication from the Secretary of 


the Interior, transmitting the annual report of the 


service during the last year; which was read, re- 


| ferrred to the Committee on the Public Lands, and 
| ordered to be printed. 


Also, a communication from the same, trans- 
mitting the report of the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions, with the lists required by the act of July 
10, 1832, for the regulation of the navy and pri- 
vateer and navy hospital funds; which was read, 
referred to the Committee on. Pensions, and or- 


, dered to be printed. 


| be necessary to complete and maintain such improvements. || 


Also, a communication from the same, trans- 
mitting statements from the Second Comptroller 
of the Treasury, showing the balances on the Ist 
of July, 1849, for the service of that Department; 
the appropriations for the fiscal year ending 30th 


| June, 1850; the repayments and transfers in the 


same year; the amounts applicable to the service 


Treasury, and the balances remaining on the Ist 


| July, 1850; which was read and referred to the 
| Committee on Finance. 


INDIAN AGGRESSIONS ON THE MEXICAN 
FRONTIER. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, communicating to the Senate a 
translation of a note addressed to the Secretary of 
State by the Minister of the Mexican Republic, 
relative to a subject to which the attention of 
Congress was invited in the message at the open- 


| ing of the present session; which was read and 


referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


The translation states that it is daily becoming 
more and more indispensable that the Government 


|| of the United States should adopt the promptest 


| and most active measures in order t# prevent, con- 


ees 
| treaty 0 


| 
| 
it 


it 


to the provisions of the LIth article of the 
Guadalupe Hidalgo, the incursions of the 
Indian savages of the United States upon the popu- 
lation of the Mexican frontier; and the Mexican 
Minister entertains no doubt that the Congress of 
the United States will take this matter into con- 
sideration, and give it all the attention which its 
importance requires. He says there are two rea- 














1850. — 


sons which aes she sdentien of military meas- 
ures extremely necessary: first, that W inter is the 
<eason When the Indians m: ike their annual incur- 
sions and commit their acts of devastation and 
atrocity upon the frontier population of Mexjco; 

and, second, that in consequence of the loss of 
their crops this year, the aforesaid population is 
now actually suffering from great scare ity of food, 

and that if they had to contend with the savages 
in this condition, they would be exterminated, or 
at least exposed to much greater ravages than 
they have ever experienced in any former incur- 
e j 


sons. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. | 
Mr. BRADBURY presented the petition of | 


Tobias Carrington, a clerk in the office of the 
Second Comptroller, asking an increase of com- 
nensation; Which was referred to the Committee | 
on Finance. 
Mr. COOPER Pprese snted the memorial of the 
heirs of General Stephen Moylan, asking the pas- 
save of an act declaring that the non-settlement of 
the accounts of said Moylan may be no bar to 
heirs receiving commutation pay; which was 
Merced to the Committee of Claims. 
Also, the memorial of John H. Dhiel » propos- 
ing to establish a line of steamers between Phila- 
delphiaand Liverpool, and carry the mail between 
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|| of the Senate, 


those places, once a month, upon certain condi- | 


tions; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 


FELCH presented the memorial of the | 
late and present registers and receivers of the | 


land office at Var ndalia, in I}linois, 


asking ad- | 


ditional compensation for locating military bounty 


land warrants; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Publie Lands. 


Mr. WALKER presented the petition of Anna | 


Norton and Louisa Forkit, 
surviving heirs at law of Zephaniah Ross, asking 


daughters and sole | 


to be allowed the pension said Ross would have | 


heen entitled to had his name not been stricken 


from the pension roll; which was referred to the | 


Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. DICKINSON presented the memorial of 


the executors of Henry Eckford, deceased, asking | 


payment of an amount declared to be due 


them | 


by a judgment of the United States circuit court | 


for the southern district of New York; which was 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 
Also, a petition from the registers and receivers 


of the land office at Vandalia, in the State of Th- | 


nois, asking additional compensation for locating 
military bounty land warrants; 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. 


Also, 


which was referred | 


from Chester Griswold, a soldier in the | 


last war with Great Britain, asking to be allowed | 


arrears of pension; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 


Mr. PRATT submitted additional documents re- || 


lating to the claim of Thomas R. Johnson, admin- | 
istrator of Rinaldo Johnson and Sally Ann Nut- | 


tritt, administratrix of Anne E. Johnson: which 
were referred to the Committee of Claims. 


Mr. WINTHROP presented a petition of citi- 


zens of North Bridgewater, Massachusetts, asking | 
the adoption of measures for the adjustment of in- 


ternational difficulties; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented the petition of 
Denton Offutt, professing to make known for a 
just and reasonable compensation a system of 
taming and improving the breed of all domestic 
animals; which was referred to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

Mr. DAYTON presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of the District of ¢ Solumbia, asking the eree- 
tion of a lunatic asylum in the said District: 
which was referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of Eliza M. Evans, asking to 
be allowed interest on a sum of money advanced 
by her father, Walton White, deceased, for the 
use of a regiment commanded by him during the 
revolutionary war; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 


ORDERS. 


On motion by Mr. FELCH, it was ordered 
that all memorials, petitions, or other papers, re- 
ferred to the committees of the Senate at the last 
session, and remaining before them at its close, 

recommitted to the same committees. 


On motion by Mr. YULEE, it was ordered that || 





so cial of ‘the President's S message as relates to 
the subject of naval affairs, be referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, that the petition of Michael Hanson, on 
the files of the Senate, be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. PEARCE, it was ordered 
that the petition of Philip R. Frieze, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. CLEMEN 
that the petition of William C, 


VS, it was ordered 
easton, on the files 
be referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. BUTLER fave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill to indemnify the 
State of South Carolina for money expende d and 
losses incurred for the United States in the Florida 
war with the Indians. 

Mr. CHASE gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill to cede State of 
Ohio the unsold remainder of lands 
within her limits. 

Mr. GREENE gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to offer a substitute to Senate bill No. 
346 entitled ‘a bill to ascertain and settle the pri- 
vate land claims in the State of California.”’ 

Mr. PEARCE gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill for the relief of Mrs. Sarah 
McKay. 

Mr. BERRIEN gave notice that he would ask 
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled *‘ An act to 
amend an act entitled ‘ Anact toauthorize notaries 
public to take and certify oaths, atlirmations, and 
acknowledgments in certain cases.’ ”’ 

Mr. BUTLER gave notice that he would ask 
leave to introduce a bill to give four t 


to the 
the public 


terms to the 
Criminal Court of the District of Columbia. 
RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. ~ 

Mr. COOPER aubunitied the following resolu- 
tion; which lies over one day under the rule: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the 
ed forthwith to report to the Senate the quantity and value 
of tea, coffee, salt, sugar, flour, grain, and provisions gea 
erally, wool, coal, and iron, the produce of foreign coun 
tries, imported and exported ; the value of all manu(aectures 
of cotton, wool, and flax, the produce of foreign countric 
of pig copper, and of French merchandise imported and 
exported ; the quantity and value of cotton, tobacco, rice, 
flour, grain, provisions generally, and naval stores, domes 
tie produce, exported ; the value of cotton manufactured, 
domestic produce, exported ; the quantity of shipping built, 


Treasury be request 


and the namber of immigrants from foreign countries during | 


the last fiscal year. 

Mr. BADGER submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies over under the rule: 

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be authorized to 
employ as page to the Senate Thomas Reed, late page to the 
Vice President. 

TWO PER CENT. FUND IN MISSOURI. 

Mr. BENTON. Pursuant to notice, lask leave 
to bring in a bill to pay to the State of es 
the amount of the two per cent. fund, which, by 
the compact with that State, was to be ex cpende “d 
in making road or canals ‘‘to’’ the State, under 
the direction of Congress, and which has never 
been applied to that purpose. 

Not being of the committee to which the bill 
may be referred, I deem it expedient, and an 
abridgment of the labor of the committee, to 
make a brief exposition of the reasons in which 
it is founded. It will be recollected that by a 
compact with all the new States, containing pub- 
lic land, at the time of their admission, five per 


| centum of the net proceeds of the sales within 


each State was reserved for the benefit of the 


State; of which three per cent. was to be expended | 


under the direction of the Legislature of the State— 


usually i in making roads or canals within the State; | 
but in some instances to other purposes, as in | 


Florida, to the promotion of education; and in 
Louisiana, to roads and levees, instead of canals. 
In every instance the whole five per cent. accruing 


upon the sales within the State was to be expended | 


| for the benefit of the State, either to objects within, 
or to the construction of highways leading ‘‘to 
the State. To it, and not towards it—contiguity, 
and not approach—are the words of the compact, 
and the reason of it also. The five per centum 


was indemnity—intended as indemnity, though | 


most inadequate—for the loss of the taxes which 


| ly when sold) had it not been for the relinquish- 
| ment of that right upon compact. This was the 


93 | 


the State would have had a right to collect from | 
the public lands (and also upon them immediate- | 


19 


case with all the new States; and now let us see 
how this compact has been carried into effect in 
the State of Missouri—to which my bill ap phe s— 
and whether all that relates to the two per cent. 
part of it has not remained unexecuted on the part 
of C 

The three per cent. has been paid her: that is 
admitted; but no road, or eanal, has been made 
**to”’ her; and that is certain. A road was in- 
tended to be made “to” her, and carried part of 
the way—the ‘umberland road. Put 
that road, going “te”? Ohio, and through 
Ohio—‘‘to”’ Indiana, and through Indiana—**/o”’ 
Illinois, and into Ylinois—stopping in Ilinois, far 


mgress, 


national, or ¢ 
after 


short of the Missouri boundary, and has termina- 
ted there, and has been surrendered by Congress 
to the States through which it passes, on the mere 
condition of its being kept in repair. ‘The road is 
terminated, and all idea of ever takine it “te” 
Missouri is wholly abandoned, and has been for 
many years—the two per centum accrumg all the 
while, and while the United 
States Treasury, where it now remains. 

In the mean time the State of Missouri has kept 
her covenant. She has taxed no part of the pub 
lic lands within her limits, either before they were 
sold or within five years thereafter. She has kent 
the bargain, hard as it was; 


even if the whole ha d been paid over to the State 


roing all the into 





for the five per centum, 


as it accrued, wquid have been no indemnity for 
the loss of the taxes: while the injury to the et 
tlement, population, and cultivation of the State, 
arising from the taxing power which might 
coerced the the lands promptly 
for what they were worth, instead of holding them 
up in definitely, until the worst should rise to the 
value of the best: the injury from t! 
loss of taxation on public lands until 
five vears thereafter, and the want of ra 
at prices adapted to qualities taxing 
would have coerced—is an injury 


h ive 


Congress to sell 


* sonrces— 
and for 


pid sales 


sold, 


is the power 


about ten or 


twenty times gsreater than the whole five per 
centum, with all the road grants and school grants 
of lands, made or to be made, have amounted or 


ever will amount 
Other States have had the bene fit of the w holewfiv e 

per ce ium, and some of them a rood de al more 

Ohio has had a road made to her, to wit: the 


national, or Cumberland road: and also through 


her, to wit: the same road continued. She has 
had the full benefit of the whole five per centum, 
and considerably over. Thus: the construction 


of the road from Cumberland—the old “Fort C Lap 
of General Braddock, now city of Cum- 
was $1,901,04] 23; 


berland” 
berland—to her ree then 
the cost of its cogtinuation throuch her limits w 
$2,081,008 36; ile the: whole amount of her five 
per centum fund was only $966,892 90; of which 
4580,135 74 was applicable to the construction of 
the road or canals within the State, and $386,757 16 
was applic able to. making the road to the State 
so that upwi rds of three times the amount of } 
two per cent. has been e xp nded in making a ro a 
‘*to”? her: and upwards of five 
in making a road within her, and through her 
thanks to a numerous, united, and vigilant del 
gation. 

With Indiana and Illinois it 1 
thing: e ich has had a road made to it, and one a 
road ‘aoa rh it, and the other deep intoit. The 
two per cent. fund accruing in these States are, up 
to the latest statement of the , the sum of 
$383,698 50 in Indiana, and the sum of $349,266 83 
to Illinois: while the expenditures within those 
States for making the national road within them 
for Indiana, $1,135,000, and for Illinois 
$746,000. Thus, these three States have received 
the full benefit of their compacts with the Federal 
Government, and much over: but not enough to 
indemnify them for the loss of taxation on the Fed- 
eral lands. and retarded sales, resulting from non- 
taxation, which took away from the Government 
all stimulus to sell. 

Other States, besides those named, have received 
their full five per centum, and no more. Of this 
class are Louisiana, Florida, Arkansas, Michigan, 
and Iowa, and that by virtue of their compec ts at 
thetimeof admission. For, being out of the line of 
any road from W ashineton to their borders, they 
wisely provided, from the be sfinning, to have the 
whole five per ce ntnm paid to themselves for objeats 
of internal improvement or education within them- 
|| selvest and the whole has been paid to them ac- 


| cordingly, namely, to Louisana, $214,193 43; to 


times 


amount 


about the sume 


accounts 


have been, 


| 


















to, 


ET ie 


‘it 
t 
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Florida, $4,336 47; to Arkansas, $85,470 22; to 
Michgan, $181,822 73: and to lowa, $16,422 05. 

T'wo other of the new States—Alabama and 
Mississippi—began with compacts in the usual 
form, the three per cent. in making roads to the 


i 


States respectively, and two per centum within it. | 


But seeing, in process of time, that no road or 


canal was to be made ‘fo’ these States, they 


claimed the two per centum which had been paid | 
into the National Treasury, and received it. It | 
was paid to the two States by act of Congress of | 
September 4, 1841, and amounted, with the three | 


per cents, then paid in, and the subsequent aceru- 


ments, for Alabama, to the sum of $625,170 59, | 
and for Mississippi the sum of $746,449 74. | 


This—the act of Congress for paying the two per 


cent. being prospective as well as retrospective— | 


does justice to Mississippi and Alabama, and 


makes their case an exact precedent for Missouri. 


She is the only one remaining without justice on | 
this point—the only one whose two per cents. | 
accruing from the date of her admission, remains | 
in the Treasury of the United States; and the | 


’ . . . . 
reasons for her immediate indemnification are so 


obvious that the question rather is, why she has 


not been paid, than why she should not be? That 


is, in fact, the question, and the one to which I | 


address myself. 


There has been a bar in the way, | 


for a long time effectual, but now no longer of any | 


force. 
same of Ohio, 


The ray ar mae gat Missouri, with the | 
ndiana, and Ijlinois, were all | 


pledged, by successive acts of Congress, to the | 
reimbursement of the amount expended by the | 
Federal Government in the construction of the | 
national road; and that pledge still remains upon | 


the statute-book. 


It was right when it was put 


there, and I voted for it; and it is still right with | 
respect to Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois; for there was | 
another pledge at the same time, of which they | 


had the benefit, and more: a pledge to carry the 
road **to’’ these States. 


That has been done, } 


and more; for it has been carried through two of || 


them and deep into another. 
the benefit of the pledge in their favor, and there- 
forg abide, without objection, the pledge against 
them. But not so Missouri. 


be; and therefore the pledge against her has ceased 
to be binding. 


*¢to’’ her, and never will. It is abandoned by 


Congress, given up to the States through which it | 
passes, and is forever terminated as a road of fed- | 


1 or national construction. All the reason, then, 
upon which the Missouri two per centum has been 


They have all had | 


ry? 
Che pledge has | 
never been redeemed in her favor, and never will | 


The national road has not gone | 





retained in the Treasury—its reservation to be | 


expended under the direction@of Congress in 


making roads or canals ‘to ’’ the State—has en- | 


tirely failed; and now, this failure being indis- 


putable, it is time for Missouri to be reclaiming | 


the money which she has been paying for thirty 


years, which belongs to her, Which Congress was | 


to expend for her benefit, and has not, and never | 


will. 


I have, therefore, deemed it my duty to move | 


in the matter, and to ask the leave, which I now | 
do, to bring in a bill for the relief of Missouri in | 
the premises. The bill is drawn upon the model | 


of that of Alabama and Mississippi, proposing 
to pay the amount of the two per cent. which 
has heretofore accrued, being $223,609 32 at the 
last rendition of the accounts, and to provide for 


the quarterly payment of the fund as it shall here- | 


after accrue, o obviate all question about the 


continuation of the national road, or the liability | 
of the United States to be called upon to continue | 
the State line, the bill contains a section | 


it ** to 
for the formal relinquishment of all claim to such 


continuation, on condition of receiving the two | 


per cent. fund, past and future, to be expended 
within the Siate, 
which it is applicable, of course subject to the ap- 
probation of the State Legislature. It names two 
objects, from their importance not local or merely 
State objects, but general and national, and both 
calculated to promote the national object of commu- 
nication from different points on the Mississippi 
river with all the territories and countries west of 
Missouri, and out to the Pacific ocean. They are 
both railways—both chartered by the General 
Assembly of Missouri—both pointing in the right 
direction, and extending to the two leading points 
of departure on the western frontier—to Califor- 
nia, Oregon, Utah, and New Mexico—one on the 
north side and one on the south side of the Mis- 


The bill names the objects to | 


souri river; and each, from its locality and direc- 
tion, as essential to the convenience of the emigra- | 
ting population of the United States, and the 
future communications of the Federal Govern- | 
ment with its distant members and possessions, | 
as to the people of Missouri themselves. 
They come precisely, both from their initial | 
points, extent, and direction, within the proviso 
to the similar relinquishment in favor of Alabama 
and Mississippi, which requires the whole of the 
said two per cent. fund to be applied to works of 
internal improvement within the State, ‘* having ref- 


erence to and susceptible of being connected with such | 
works of a national character leading to said State.” | 


Such is the proviso to the act in favor of Alabama 
and Mississippi, and shows that Congress relin- 
quished the fund upon a condition which insured 


|| its application to leading routes, which might be- | 
come links in national constructions, instead of 


being dissipated on small local objects; and that is 


precisely what is insured by the bill which I pro- | 


pose. The two initial points of the road, I main- 


tain, are very proper points of connection with | 


roads across the State of Illinois, already pro- 
jected or contemplated. 
Leave to introduce the bill was granted, it was 


read a first and second time by its title, and re- | 


ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. BENTON submitted a statement showing 


the percentage of the net proceeds of the public | 


lands to which each State was entitled on her ad- 
mission into the Union; the amount paid to the 


States, to be expended by their Legislatures; the | 


amount reserved to be expended by Congress, and 
the amount actually so expended; which was also 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
RELIEF OF JOHN A. M’GAW. 
The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 


sumed the consideration of the bill for the relief of | 


John A. MeGaw, of New York. 

Mr. HAMLIN. When this bill was last un- 
der the consideration of the Senate, it was passed 
over, at the suggestion of the Senator from Michi- 
gan, [Mr. Fe.cu;] but I now understand that, on 
an investigation of the matter, he has become 
satisfied. I would now state, for the information 
of the Senate, that this bill gives to the party for 
whose benefit it is proposed, precisely what he 


would have recovered by law if he had chartered | 


his vessel to a merchant, instead of the United 
States. The committee thought that he should be 
in the same position when contracting with the 
United States as when contracting with an indi- 
vidual, 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


INDIGENT INSANE. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill making a 
grant of public lands to the several States of the 
Union for the relief and support of indigent insane 
persons; and, 

On motion by Mr. PEARCE, it was 


Ordered, That the further consideration be postponed to, 
and made the order of the day for Wednesday, the 18th 
instant. 

DECISIONS OF THE SUPREME COURT. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to the consideration of ‘a bill providing 
for the purchase and distribution of the decisions 
of the Supreme Court of the United States among 
the several States and Territories.” 

The bill authorizes and requires the Secretary 
of the Treasury to procure five hundred copies of 
the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United 


|| States, as contained in six volumes of Peters’s 


Condensed Reports, and the sixteen volumes sub- 
sequent thereto, by the same Reporter; and like- 
wise five hundred copies of the first seven vol- 
umes of Howard’s Reports; and also, until Con- 
gress shall otherwise direct, five hundred copies 


| of each succeeding volume of the reports of the 
decisions of that court, and to forward to the 


Governor of each State and Territory four copies 


| thereof, one copy being intended for the State 
library, and one copy for the use of the Execu- 
| tive, of the Legislature, and of the highest court 
_of the States and Territories respectively, unless 
| the Legislatures thereof shall deem it necessary 


and proper to make a different distribution. In 


addition to these copies, there shall be forwarded 


to the Governor of each State and Territory a 
number of copies of the reports equal to the num- 
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a a oe 


| ber of Representatives of the States and Tertito. 


| in procuring the proposed number of eo 
|| There are thirty-one States of this Union, and the 
|| bill proposes to give copies to each of them: 





_ tor who has this bill in charge, what will be the 


| very reduced pre, 
1 


adequately provided with these reports. 
right and proper, not only that the Government 
| should supply its laws to the several States: of this 


| State governments. 
their laws, but they distribute the decisions 
| of their supreme court to the several counties 


edge of the decisions of the courts. 


Dee. 9, 


ries in both Houses of Congress, to be distrilyy od 
by the Legislatures of the States and Tetritories. 
the remainder of the copies to be deposited in the 
Department of State, to await the further ae 
of Congress. a 

Mr. YULEE. I would inquire from the Sen 


a- 


probable amount of the cost which will be incurred 


pies? 


ge t 
I would inquire if five hundred copie® wil! not be 


more than are needed? So far as the libraries 
here are concerned, I think they are fully pro- 


_ vided for. I have never found any difficulty jg 


obtaining a copy for my own special use, and } 
think there is ample provision for us and for the 
Supreme Court. 

Mr. DAYTON. This bill has been before the 
Senate on previous occasions, and on one or two 
occasions passed this body,I think. The amount 
will be $31,000 or $32,000 for five hundred copies 
at $62 per copy. ; 

The object of this appropriation is to supply the 
several States and Territories with a few copies of 
the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, which are offered to the Government at a 
These reports have cost in 
the valley of the Mississippi, as I have seen by 
certain papers, the sum of three or four hundred 
dollars; and it is represented by memorials from 
members of the bar at the West to the Lezislatures 
of the western States that they have been very in- 


It is 


Union, but that it should also supply, to a limited 
extent at least, the decisions of the Supreme 
Court. This principle is acted upon in all the 
They not only distribute 


of the State, so as to confer, to some extent, 
at the expense of the Government, a knowl- 
It has been 
customary to supply these decisions to the Terri- 


| tories, and perhaps to some of the new States, but 


they have never been distributed as they ought to 
have been. 

This is not a speculation on the part of the in- 
dividuals who print the book. The matter has 


| been presented for the consideration of the Senate 


by memorials from Legislatures, and by resolu- 
tions of the Legislatures of the States of Tennessee, 


| Kentucky, New Hampshire, Maine, Massachu- 
| setts, New York, Rhode Island, New Jersey, 


Maryland, and Connecticut. The Legislatures of 


| all these States have passed resolutions in favor of 
| this distribution, for which they desire that Con- 


gress will make an appropriation. In addition to 


| this, there have been memorials from a large body 
| of the members of the bar from the other States. 
| This matter is well understood, however, I think, 
| by the Senate generally, and I am not disposed to 
|oceupy the time of the Senate in an 
explanation of it. 


further 
Five hundred copies is the 


/ number mentioned in the bill; and I see by a 
| memorandum before me that they are to be dis- 


tributed so as to give to each State and Territory 


_a number equal to the number of the Representa- 





| j 


| Legislature, and of the supreme court. 


tives in such State or Territory in the two Houses 
of Congress, and then to give in addition four 


| copies to each State and Territory for the State 


library, and for the uses of the Executive, a 
is 


will make, in the aggregate, four hundred and 


| eighty-five volumes to be distributed in this way, 
| and will leave only fifteen copies to be disposed of 
| by the further action of Congress. 


Mr. YULEE. I would inquire of the Senator 
who has charge of this bill whether the United 


| States judges in their several districts are not now 
| furnished with a cop 


of these decisions? 


Mr. DAYTON, I have no. further knowledge 


on the subject than that which is common to every 
member of this body, I presume they are fur- 


nished with the current reports; and the presump- 
tion is that aman who takes his seat upon the 
bench of the court is not without them. The ob- 
ject of this bill is not to provide individuals with 
these reports, which they must have had before 
they took their places upon the bench of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States; it isto put them 








a 


b- 
h 
re 
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1850. 
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o the libraries, where they may be had for ref- 


-- 


int 


erence when wanted for that purpose by members || 


of the bar, and that it may not be necessary for 
the Judge of the Supreme Court to carry his books 
with him on the circuit, . 

Mr. YULEE. My purpose was simply to 
bring to the notice of the Senate what I believe to 
be the fact, that every judicial district is furnished 
with a copy by the United States, and that there 
js no part of the United States where access can- | 
not be conveniently had to them.by the members | 
of the bar. I presume there is scarcely a lawyer 
in any part of the United States whose library is 
not already furnished. I would not object to this 
appropriation if I a the utility of this 
large expenditure, and i it were to end here. But 
it isan expenditure which must be continued indefi- 
nitely if once entered upon; for the same reason 
which requires that we should take five hundred cop- | 
ies now, Will make it necessary that we should take 
a thousand hereafter. I believe that this appro- 
priation has not been called for without prompting; 
for | happen to know that there was prompting 
on the part of the publishers to induce Florida to 
move in the matter, although Florida has not act- 
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| Fort Madison and Burlington, in Iowa, are sit- | 
uated,’’ was read a second time, and considered | 
as in Committee of the Whole. 


| Mr. DODGE, of lowa. Mr. President, Sena- 


| voting on this bill. I give it with pleasure, al- 
| though it could be much better done by my friend 
|from Illinois, [Mr. Sarerps,] who reported it 
| from the Committee on Public Lands. 
| Congress in 1836 laid off the towns of Fort 
Madison and Burlington, then in Wisconsin, 
| (now Iowa,) embracing within their limits six 
| hundred and forty acres of land. It so happened 
| that upon each of these tracts of land, thus appro- | 
priatec to town purposes, there were two or more | 
| individuals who were entitled to preémption rights, | 
'in virtue of their cultivation in 1833, and their 
| possession on the 19th day of June, 1834. Those 
| persons made reg to the land office, as | 
| soon as it was established, and asked to be allowed | 
| to make their proof and payment; but the privilege 
| was refused them, and the thing impracticable, be- 


|| cause the public surveys had been made to close | 


| upon the exterior lines of the town sites, and the 
| land within them laid off into town lots and sold. 





ed upon the subject. I belive it is a speculation on 
the part of the publishers, and therefore move that 
it be laid upon the table, and on that question I 
ask the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and were ta- 


YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Bradbury, Butler, Cass, Chase, | 
Clemens, Davis of, Mississippi, Dickinson, Dodge of Wis- | 
consin, Dodge of Iowa, Felch, Gwin, Hamlin, Hunter, 
Jones, King, Morton, Pearce, Pratt, Sturgeon, Turney, 
Walker, Whitcomb, and Yulee—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Berrien, Clarke, 
Cooper, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Ewing, Hale, 
Mangum, Miller, Norris, Phelps, Seward, Smith, Spruance, 
Underwood, Upham, and Winthrop—19. 

CALIFORNIA LAND TITLES. | 

Mr.GWIN. Mr. President, at the last ses- 
sion of Congress a bill was introduced by my 
colleague [Mr. Fremont] to ascertain and settle 
the private land claims in the State of California. 
I wish to have it made the special order for Thurs- 
day next, at one o’clock. I therefore move to 
postpone the prior orders to take up that bill for 
that purpose. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 


We lost a great 


deal of time at the last session by making special | 


orders instead of taking up bills in their regular 
order on the calendar. I intend to object to all 
special orders at this session, except when a bill 
is reached on the calendar and the person intro- 
ducing it wishes to make it a special order I 
shall do this because I wish every bill to come up 
in its due time, and in its regular order. 
Mr.GWIN. The bills on the calendar in rela- 


tion to California were necessarily brought in at a | 


very late period of the last session, and hence are 
very low on the calendar. If they be not acted 
upon before they are reached on the calendar, they 
will not probably be acted on before the latter part 
of the session. This bill is of the greatest im- 
portance to the State of California, because it is 
absolutely necessary that the private land claims 
in that State should be settled. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President, 
the reason assigned for the motion of the Senator 
from California a 
ilar motion. If bills are to be thus made special 
orders, it becomes a scramble in the Senate as to 
who shall have a preference, as to who shall be 
favored by having his bill taken up out of its reg- 
ular order. It is impossible to take up a bill out 
of its regular order without doing injustice to 
some other bill. Date determines priority on the 
calendar, and that is the only true mode of pro- 
ceeding. The bills that wil be reported at this 
session must necessarily be lower on the calendar 
than the bills of the last session in relation to Cal- 
ifornia, to which the Senator has referred. There 
are some bills on the calendar in which I take an 


interest, and I do not want them postponed for 
other bills. 


lies to almost every other sim- || 


| I am familiar with the history of the matter, be- 
cause, as register of the land office, I received 
| their proofs and transmitted them, I well remem- 


| ber, to my friend from Indiana, [Mr. Wuircoms,] | 


He, for the reasons before stated, was unable to 

| grant the claimants relief, and ae have come to 

| Congress. One of them, an aged man, (Captain 

| Chaney,) has performed two trips to Washing- 

| ton, hoping to get a bill passed for his relief. The 

other claimants have all, | believe, gone to Oregon 
ears ago. 

The bill has been cautiously drawn. It requires 
| these persons to be subjected to the double ordeal 
| of producing satisfactory proof, both to the regis- 
ter and receiver, and to the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office; and when their right is thus 
established, it gives them scrip to the amount of 
the value of the lands at the time they were taken 
by the Government, deducting therefrom $1 25 
per acre, and also the value of any town lots that 
the claimants may have got under the act of 2d 
| July, 1836, for laying off these towns. It further 
| provides that they shall file a relinquishment of all 
|| claim for further indemnity, and that their serip 

or warrant shall only be located on lands which 
| have once been offered to public sale, and which 
are now subject to private entry. I hope the bill 
may pass. 
their witnesses are disappearing, and unless the 
opportunity is soon afforded they may never get 
that justice from the Government which | am sure 
itis the purpose of none of its agents to withhold. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Mr. President, this bill merely 


The General Government, by laying out these 

towns, deprived a few individuals of the benefit of 
their right of preémption, and this bill provides 
| that they shall now have the benefit of their pre- 
/emption on other lands. It merely gives those 
whose preémptions were taken away by the Gen- 
eral Government a strip upon which they may lo- 
cate their lands equivalent to the preémption of 
which they were deprived. Itis avery small matter. 
It is intended to indemnify a few poor individuals, 


the General Government. __ 
The bill was then reported to the Senate with- 


_ for a third reading. 
PRINTING FOR THE PATENT OFFICE. 
Mr. WALKER. 


 hundré@f copies of the first part of the Patent Office 
| report, for the use of the Patent Office. On ex- 
| amination, as I then remarked, I have found that 
| five hundred copies of the second part of that re- 
| a were ordered to be printed for the use of the 
| Patent Office, but none of the first 





Mr.GWIN. These bills in relation to Cali- 
fornia are of “i great importance to the people 
of that State. I hope that the Senate will give 
them early consideration, 


a motion to take up the bill was not agreed 
PRE-EMPTION CLAIMANTS IN IOWA. 


The ‘bill for the relief of the preémption 
claimants of the lands upon which the towns of 





_ ordered to be printed for that purpose. 
| more than ever, convinced of the propriety of 
| adopting this motion. 

e Secretary read the motion as follows: 

} 


Ordered, That five hundred copies of the first part 
| printed for the use of the Patent Office. 


j ; | then Commissioner of the General Land Office. | 
ken with the following result: } 


| 


Some of the claimants are old men, | 


accomplishes what the gentleman from Lowa states, | 


who were deprived of their homes by the action of | 


| out amendment, and was ordered to be engrossed | 


I desire to call up the mo- | 
tion, which I offered the other day, to print five | 


art were | 
am now, | 


of the | 
| report of the Commissioner of Patents, for the year 1849, be | 


21 


———— 








At the time it was introduced I was 
strongly impressed with the belief that these five 


consin, 


| hundred copies ought to be taken from the num- 


ber of copies which had already been printed. I 


| tors around me call for some explanation before || am now perfectly satisfied, however, that the order 


should pass in the form in which it has been in- 
| troduced, and I will state in a very few words the 
reasons which induce me to that belief. It has 
been, I believe, the usual practice to give that 
number of his report to the Commissioner of 
| Patents. Applicatious are daily made to the 
Patent Office for this report from all the States in 
the Union, and from mechanics and machinists 
abroad in other parts of the world. 

I learn that this number of copies of this report 
can be printed for only fifty cents per copy, upon 
better paper and with better binding than those 
which are furnished to the Senate. And it isa 
consideration which, I apprehend, will operate 
upon the minds of Senators, whether, when this 
work is thus to be scattered abroad in State libra- 
ries, in the libraries of our most intelligent ma- 
chinists and mechanics, when some of these copies 
will go into the libraries of Europe, it is not ad- 
visable, especially when it may be done at such a 
small expense, that the additional number of five 
hundred copies should be printed upon better 
vaper than that which is furnished to the Senate. 
Upon an examination of the reports furnished to 
the Senate very great defects will be found. And 
while the printing of the last session of Congress 
was vastly superior to that of the Congress pre- 
ceding it, yet certainly it is not at a very high 
standard. ‘The books supplied from the Patent 
Office should have the impression of better work- 
manship upon them ona be of a higher order 
than those which are distributed throughout the 
community. For these reasons I am clearly of 
the opinion that the Senator from Wisconsin is 
right. 

The PRESIDENT. It is the impression of the 
Chair that, according to the rule, this motion 
should go to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I donot know that that is the 
This is only an order for the printing of an 
additional number of a document which has 
already been ordered to be printed by the Senate. 
The plates are stereotyped, and ready for the press. 
At any rate, I suppose the motion can be con- 
sidered by unanimous consent. Besides, the Senate 
have already considered the matter. This is the 
same motion as that originally introduced by the 
Senator from Wisconsin. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair, with no dis- 
position at all to postpone this matter, will read 
the rule. The rules of the Senate prescribe that 
there shall be— 

«<4 Committee on Printing, to consist of three members, to 
whom shall be referred every question on the printing of 
documents, reports, or other matter transmitted by either of 
the Executive Departments, and all memorials, petitions, 
accompanying documents, together with all other matter 
the printing of which shall be moved, excepting bills ori 
ginating in Congress, resolutions offered by any Senator, 
communications from the Legislatures of the respective 
States, and motions to print by order of the standing com 
mittees of the Senate ; and it shall be the duty of such Com 
| mittee on Printing to report in every case in one day, or 
sooner if practicable.”’ 

By unanimous consent, however, the reference 
of the matter to the Committee on Printing can 
be dispensed with. 

Objection being made, this motion was not ex- 

cepted from the rule, but was referred to the Com- 


|| mittee on Printing. 

| PRIVATE BILL. 

| ‘The Senate then proceeded to consider the bill 
for the relief of E. Davenstedt Schumacher. 

|| The bill was read a second time, and was con- 
sidered by the Senate as in Committee of the 
W hole. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. If I understand 
that bill there is no objection to itatall. It simply 
proposes to release the parties from their bonds, 
| upon their producing satisfactory evidence to the 

Secretary of the Treasury that the goods were lost 
on the voyage between New York and New Or- 
leans. If the goods were lost at ‘sea, the bonds 
| ought to be cancelled. Bh 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 
|| On motion by Mr. HUNTER, the Senate pro- 


case. 


Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I believe that || ceeded to the consideration of executive business, 
is the ‘oppor language in which the order was || and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 


original 





y introduced by the Senator from Wis« | 


reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, December 10, 1850. 


The House met at twelve o’clock. The Jour- 
nal of yesterday was read and a yproved. 

On motion by Mr. HAMPTON, by unanimous 
consent, leave was granted to withdraw from the 
files of the House the petitions and papers in the 
cases of Eleanor Davidson, Susannah Tarn, Mary 
Alexander, and William B. Foster, for the pur- 
pose of reference to one of the Departments. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, by 
unanimous consent, leave was granted to with- 


draw from the files of the House the petition of 


William H. Prentiss, for the purpose of having 
it referred to one of the committees of the Senate. 
DELEGATE FROM NEW MEXICO. 

Mr. BOWLIN. I rise for the purpose of pre- 

senting the credentials of Witiram S. Messervy, 
the Delegate from the Territory of New Mexico. 
In presenting them I beg leave to offer a few 
words in explanation, calling the attention of the 
House to the points in this case. In presenting 
them, [ propose to refer them to the Committee 
on Territories, that they may be laid before and 
-examined by that committee, until the assent of 
Texas to the compromise line shall have been cer- 
tified to thisbody,. It isa matter which I propose 
entirely to leave to the sense of this House. Mr. 
Messrkvy brings a certificate from the Governor 
of the Territory of New Mexico of his election, 
and further brings the certificate of Colonel Mun- 
roe, the military Governor, sent by the United 
States to that Territory. Healso brings the cer- 
tificate of his election and the proclamation of 
Colonel Munroe, acting Governor, calling upon 
the people of New Mexico to elect a Delegate to 
represent them in the Congress of the United 
States, 

‘These are the papers L propose presenting now 
and referring to the Committee on Territories. It 
must be apparent to every gentleman, that Mr. 
Messeryy received an overwhelming majority in 
the election referred to—the vote of the greater 
part of the population of New Mexico. 

If he be sent back, the people of New Mexico 
ean have no representative upon this floor in her 
territorial capacity. 

The territorial member, having no vote in the 
House, is a mere agent to represent the will of his 
people, and comes here accredited by over five 
thousand out of the eight thousand votes which 
New Mexico gives. With these remarks, I sub- 
mit these papers, and move thatthey be referred to 
the Committee on Territories. 

There being no objection, the question was 
taken and the papers were referred accordingly. 

Mr. STRONG, on leave being granted for the 
purpose, introduced a bill, of which previous no- 
tice had been given, prescribing the mode of ob- 
taining evidence in cases of contested election; 
which wag read a first and second time by its title 
and referred to the Committee on Elections. 

Mr. TAYLOR, on leave being granted for the 
purpose, introduced a bill, of which previous no- 
tice had been given, to grant certain lands in the 
State of Ohio. 

BOUNTY LAND BILL. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, asked the 
unanimous consent of the House to introduce a 
joint resolution, of which he had given previous 
notice, explanatory of the act of last session 


granting bounty lands to the officers and soldiers | 


who were engaged in the service of the United 
States in the several Indian and other wars. 

Mr. CONGER objected; and the resolution was 
not introduced. 


PRE-EMPTIONS. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, on leave being cranted 
for the purpose, introduced a bill, of which pre- 
vious notice had been civen, to amend the act of 
4th of September, 1841, granting preémption 
rights to actual settlers, and extending the time of 
payment therefor; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 


GRANTS OF LAND. 
Mr. HALL, on leave being granted, introduced 
a bill, of which previous notice had been given, 
granting to the State of Missouri the right of way 
and a portion of the public lands, to aid in the 
construction of a railroad from Hannibal to St. 


second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Publie Lands. 
LIEUTENANT GENERAL. 

Mr. HOLMES asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a_ resolution; which 
was read for information, as follows: 

Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs to repost a bill conferring the rank of Lieuten 
ant General on Major General Winfield Scott, for gallant 
services in the late war with Mexico. 

Objection was made, and the resolution was 
not introduced. 

DRAMATIC LITERATURE. 
Mr. CHANDLER, on leave being granted for 


| the purpose, introduced a bill, of which previous 


notice had been given, for the encouragement of 


| dramatic literature, by securing to authors the 
| sole right of representation; which was read a first 


and second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Dlinois, by unanimous con- 


| sent, submitted the following resolution, which 


was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
communicate to this House a copy of the report on the 


| route of Major General Patterson’s division trom Mata- 


moros to Victoria, and of the troops detached from General 
‘Taylor’s army from Victoria to Tampico, in Mexico, com- 


| municated to General Totten, Chiet Engineer, by brevet 


Capt. G. W. Smith, of the Engineer corps. 

Mr. PEASLEE, on leave being granted for the 
yurpose, introduced a bill, of which previous notice 
1ad been given, for the relief of Isaac Hill and 


| Sons; which was read a first and second time, and 


referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
RECIPROCAL TRADE. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, on leave being granted 
for the purpose, introduced a bill, of which pre- 


| vious notice had been given, providing for reci- 


procity of trade between the United States and 
Canada for the free navigation by American ves- 
sels of the canals and waters of Canada, connect- 
ing the upper. Lakes with the Atlantic ocean; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. SIBLEY, on leave being given for the pur- 
ose, introduced a bill, of which previous notice 
iad been given, for the punishment of crimes and 


offences committed in the Indian country within 
| the limits of Minnesota, and for promoting the 


civilization of the Indian race therein; which was 

read a first and second time by its title, and re- 

ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. } 
FURTHER GRANTS. 

Mr. HAMPTON, on leave being granted for 

the purpose, introduced a bill, of which previous 

notice had been given, granting a portion of the 


| public lands to the State of Pennsylvania, for the 


purpose of aiding in the construction of the Penn- 
sylvania railroad, and the Pittsburg and Con- 


_nellsville railroad, and the Ohio and Pittsburg 


railroad; which was read a first and second time 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on 


| Public Lands. 


PORTS OF ENTRY IN OREGON. 


Mr. THURSTON, by unanimous consent, in- | 


troduced the following resolution; which was read 


|| and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- | 
ed to inquire into the expediency of establishing additional 
ports of entry and delivery in Oregon Territory ; also into 


| the propriety of constructing a light-house, and locating 
| bugys at the mouth of the Umpqua river, and providing 


| is the head of a family, and a citizen of the United States, | 


| until disposed of by the House. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


fog™ells for the light-houses already provided for. 
HOMESTEADS. | 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, asked the unani- 
mous consent of the House to introduce a res- 
olution; which was read for information, as fol- | 
lows: 
Resolved, That House bill No. 310 (which bill provides 
for the encouragement of agriculture, and every man who 


with a homestead of one hundred and sixty acres of land 
out of the public domain) be made the special order for 
Monday the 16th instant, and be continued from day to day | 


Mr. HARALSON called for the reading of the 
resolution; and it was again read. 

Objection was made to its introduction. 

Mr. JOHNSON moved to suspend the rules; on | 


which motion | 
Mr. JONES asked for the yeas and nays; and | 
they were ordered; and, 


The question being put on the motion to suspend | 
the rules, it was determined in the negative—yeas 


Joseph, in said State; which was read a first and || 95, nays 71—as follows: 








Dec. 10, 


| _ YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Andereo 

| Ashmun, Bingham, Bowlin, Brooks, ‘Atbert’G. Bro” 
"Edward Carrington Cabell, Joseph’ Cable, Joseph 
| Caldwell, Campbell, Chandler, Cleveland, Wilien.2 

R. W. Cobb, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Danner Dicker 
Disney, Duer, Duncan, Dunham, Durkee, Ewing, Peathe. 
ston, Fitch, Gentry, Giddings, Gilbert, Gott, Gould, Gro 
Hall, Hailoway, Hampton, Harlan, Isham G. Harns, 'P L 
Harris, Hay, Haymond, Hilliard, Howe, Hubbard, Hypr, 
Ing®, Andrew Johnson, Jones, Julian, Lefer, Job Many 
Marshall, Mattesen, McDonald, McLanahan, R. M. Mo. 
| Lane, McMulten, Moore, Morris, Newell, Ogle, Qj, 

Peck, Phenix, Potter, Reed, Richardson, Risley, Robb,’ 
Rockwell, Root, Sackett, Sawtelle, Savage, Secheno,’ 
Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Sprague, F. P. Stanton, Thad. 
deus Stevens, Sweetser, Taylor, Thomas, Tuck, Under. 
hill, Venable, Waldo, Watkins, Wentworth, White, Whit. 
tlesey, Williams, Wright, and Young—{5. 

NAY S—Messrs. Alston, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Rex), 
Bissell, Bocock, Bokee, Booth, Bullard, Burt, Butler, G. 4’ 
| Caldwell, Cartter, Casey, Clarke, Clingman, Coteoek , (oj), 
| Daniel, Deberry, Dimmick, Dixon, Edmundson, Eliot, \’ 

Evans, Fowler, Freediey, Gerry, Grinnell, Haralson, Sain; I; 
| son W. Harris, Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Hoagland, Hotja. 
day, Holmes, Houston, Joseph W. Jackson, Kaufinan 
Kerr, George G. King, James G.-King, John A. King, 4” 
Mann, McDowell, Meade, Morrison, Morse, Morton, Nei. 
son, Orr, Otis, Outlaw, Peaslee, Powell, Putnam, Reynolds 
Ross, Rumsey, Sawtelle, Seddon, Shepperd, R. H: Stan, 
ton, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, Vinton, Wallace, Wel. 
born, and Wildrick—71. 


So the House refused to suspend the rules, 
there not being two thirds for it. 

HARBOR AND CHEAP POSTAGE BILLS. 

Mr. WENTWORTH asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to introduce a resolution; 
which was read for information, as follows: 


Resolved, That House bil! No. 348, being “ a bill making 
| appropriations for the improvement of certain rivers and 
harbors,’’? and No. 351, being ‘a bill to reduce and modity 
the rates of postage in the United States,’ be made the spe. 
cial order of the day, in the order in which they are named, 
for Wednesday the 11th inst., and that they continue the 
special order trom day to day until disposed of. 

Mr. MEADE objected. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. As the resolation has 
| been objected to, I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into 
| Committee of the W hole on the state of the Union, 

with the view of taking up the harbor bill; and 
/ upon which motion I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and, 

The question being taken, was carried in the 
affirmative—yeas 97, nays 72—as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Ashmun, 
Bingham, Bissell, Bokee, Booth, Bowlin, Brooks, Buel, 
Butler, Joseph Cable, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, 
Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Disney, Dixon, Duer, 
Duncan, Durkee, Eliot, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evan-, 
Fitch, Fowler, Gentry, Giddings, Giibert, Gott, Gould, 
Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Harlan, Hay, Haymond, 
| Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Holmes, Houston, Hunter, An 
drew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Julian, George G. King, 
James G. King, John A. King, Preston King, Leffler, Mar- 
shall, Matteson, MeDonald, McGaughey, Moore, Morris, 
Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Olds, Otis, Outlaw, Phenix, 
Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Richardson, Risley, Rockwell, 
Root, Rumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Shermerhorn, 
Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Sprague, Stanly, Frederick P. 
Stanton, Taylor, Thurman, Underhill, Vinton, Walden, 
Watkins, Wentworth, White, Whittlesey, and Wright—%7. 

NAYS—Messtrs. Alston, Anderson, Ashe, Averett, Bay- 
| ly, Bocock, Albert G. Brown, Burt, George A. Caldwell, 
|| Joseph P. Caldwell, Cartter, Cleveland, Clingman, W. R. 


iter, 


| W. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Danner, Deberry, Dickey, 


| Dimmick, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, 
Freedley, Gerry, Green, Hail, Haralson, Istam G. Harris, 
Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoag- 
land, Holladay, Howe, Hubbard, Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, 
Jones, Kaufman, Kerr, Job Mann, McDowell, McLana- 
han, McMullen, Meade, Millson, Morrison, Morse, Orr, 
Parker, Peaslee, Pitman, Powell, Robbins, Ross, Savage, 
Seddon, Richard H. Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens, Strong, 
Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Waldo, Wailace, 
Weillborn, Wildrick, Williams, Wilmot, and Young—7s. 
| The Houseaccordingly resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
Mr. Srrone in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the first business 
in order was the bill to grant the right of way to 
the Tennessee, Mississippi, and Alabama Rail- 
road Company. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Mr. Chairman, ac- 
cording to a decision the last time a bill was under 
consideration for making appropriations for the 
improvement of certain rivers and harbors, the 
House decided that this was a general appropria- 
tion bill, and as such therefore it has precedence 
over all other bills, except appropriation bills. 
therefore move that we take up the es 
bill, No. 348, for the improvement of rivers and 
harbors. 

Mr. POTTER. I desire to state to the House, 
that my object is, if this, motion, be voted down, 
to move to take up at this time the bill to reduce 
and modify the rates of postage in the United 
States. 
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"Mr. WENTWORTH. That bill will come up 


nee. POTTER. I shall vote against the motion 
made by the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Wenr- 
woRTH,] with a view of taking up the bill reducing 
and modifying the rates of postage. 

The question being on the motion of Mr. Wenrt- 
wortn, tellers were called for and ordered, and 
Messrs. Featnerston and ALLEN were appointed. 

The question being put, the tellers reported— 
aves 76, noes 76. 


“There being a tie, the Chairman voted in the | 


negative, 

So the motion was lost. 

Mr. POTTER. «I propose to lay aside the first 
order on the calendar, and to take up the House 
bill to reduce and modify the rates of postage in 
the United States and Territories of the Union. 

Mr. McLANKE, of Maryland. Do 1 under- 
stand the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Porrer,] to 
move to take up the postage hill? 

Mr. POTTER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. McLANE, I desire, then, to say to the 
committee, before the vote is taken, that in regard 
to the bill referred to by the gentleman from Illi- 
nois, (Mr. Wentworrn|—the river and harbor 
bill—that there are one or two additional items, 
estimated for the present year, which should be 
properly included in that bill. I shall be ready 
early next week to ask the committee to consider 
the river and harbor bill, so revised as to conform 
to the estimates of the present year, which have 
been slightly altered. { hope the committee will 

sroceed to the consideration of the cheap postage 
till, and by the time that bill shall have been dis- 
vosed of, I shall present them the river and har- 
wa bill, adapted, to the new estimates. I hope, 
by general concurrence, the postage bill will be 
taken up. 

Mr. JONES moved that the committee rise, 
in order to enable him to move that the House 
adjourn, 

Mr. POTTER said there was a motion pending. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that a motion to rise 
was always in order. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Jones, and it was disagreed to. 

Mr. WENTWORTH called for tellers upon 
upon the cheap postage bill. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. I rise toa 
point of order, and it is this: That we cannot 
move to lay aside any particular bill and take up 
the post office bill. There must be a vote on laying 
aside each of the bills separately which precede 
it. This is no privileged bill, and you cannot set 
aside the whole of these bills on the calendar to 
take itup. You must take a separate vote upon 
each bill which precedes it. 

The CHAIR. In reference to the point of or- 
der made by the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. 
Tuompson,] the Chair is aware that the commit- 
tee has, on former occasions, pursued the course 
which has now been proposed by the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Porrer;] the rule, however, 
seems to be explicit in regard to it, that a bill can- 
not be taken up until those preceding it shall have 
been separately laid aside. The Chair, in sup- 
port of his opinion, read the 135th rule, as follows: 

“In Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
all business shall be considered and concluded in the order 
of reference to them by the House, except general appro- 
priation bills, and, in time of war, bills for raising money 
or men, and bills concerning a treaty of peace, which may 
be preferred, at the discretion of the committee.” : 

The Chair is of opinion, that the proper con- 
struction of that rule is, that no bill can Ne taken 
up out of its order on the calendar, except an 
appropriation bill; and before a new bill can be 
taken up, all bills on the calendar which precede 
it must be severally laid aside by a vote of the 
House. 

Mr. POTTER. _ Is it necessary to have the at- 
tention of the House directed to, and its opinion 


had apoe each separate bill as it comes up on the 
calendar ? 


The CHAIR so decides, 

Mr. POTTER. That is not the practice of the 
committee, and I desire to test the sense on taking 
up the postage bill. 


Mr. JONES. I understand the Chair to decide 


si TH 





bill. If there be an objection, then the vote must 


be taken, whether the committee will proceed to 
the consideration of that subject. If they deter- 
mine not to proceed to the consideration of that 
bill, then they must take up the next bill an- 
nounced; and if there be an objection raised, the 
next must be taken up, and so proceed through 
the calendar until we come to a bill to which there 
is no objection, or which the House has deter- 


| mined by a vote to take up for consideration. 


The CHAIRMAN. That is the decision of 
the Chair. 

Mr. JONES resumed. That is clearly and ob- 
viously, in my opinion, the meaning and the only 


correct construction of that rule. We have other- 


| wise practiced in regard to the appropriation bills, 


and have accepted bills under that rule. If the 
House and committee have a proper regard for 
the administration of this rule, they will certainly 
sustain the decision made by the Chair. ; 

Mr. DUER. If I understand the decision of 
the Chair, it is that we must havea separate action 
on each bill on the calendar before we can get at 
the postage bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has decided, 
that before any bill designated by any member 
can be taken up, the committee must, by a vote, 
lay aside separately all bills which precede it. 
From this decision of the Chair, the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Potrrer] has taken an appeal. 

Mr. DUER. As I understand the rule, the 
bills must be taken up in their order, and the 
question taken on each bill as to whether the 
House will consider it. There has never been 


| any departure from that rule, and the gentleman 
| from Illinois [Mr. Wenrwortnu] made that mo- 
| tion only upon the ground that the river and 
| harbor bill was embraced as one of the general 


appropriation bills; nor could any one move to take 
up any bill out of its order. That has been the 
uniform practice. 

Mr. POTTER. I move to lay aside all pre- 
vious orders upon the calendar that precede the 
General Post Office bill, and take up that bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has decided 
that that motion is not in order. From this decision 
of the Chair the gentleman from Ohio [| Mr. Por- 


| TER] has taken an appeal. 





The vote being then taken, the decision of the 
Chair was sustained. 


Mr. LITTLEFIELD. 


I move that the first 


| bill be laid aside. 


The CHAIRMAN. The question before the 
committee, then, is, that the first bill on the calen- 
dar be laid aside. 

Mr. JONES called for tellers. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I rise to a question of order. 
I suggest, as the first point of order, that the river 
and harbor bill is an appropriation bill, and that it 


| is now before the House without a motion, unless 


the House lay it aside. The 80th rule gives ita 
eo An on ty — : 
preference. The rule is in the following words: 
**General appropriation bills shall be in order in prefer 


| ence to any other bills of a public nature, unless otherwise 
ordered by a majority of the House. 


‘ 


This river and harbor bill is therefore before the 


| committee as a preferred bill under the rule. 





that when we go into Committee of the Whole on | 


the state of the Union, as at present, the calendar 
must be taken up, and the first bill on the calendar 
read by its title. If there is no objection made, 
the committee proceed to the consideration of that 


The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I now move to take up the 
river and harbor bill as a preferred bill. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion 


| that the river and harbor bill is not a part of the 


general appropriation bills, and that the motion is 
not, therefore, in order. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I appeal from the decision 


| of the Chair. 


Wr. BURT. I believe, sir, that certain bills 
known under the name of general anpropriation 
bills, are set down in one of the rules of the House. 
I ask that the seventy-ninth rule be again read, in 


, which the appropriation bills are designated. 


79th “Rule. Itshall be the duty ofthe Committee of Ways 


| and Means, within thirty days after their appointment, at 


every session of Congress, commencing on the lst Monday 


|; of December, to report the general appropriation bills—for 
| the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government; for the 


army ; for the navy ; and for the Indian Department and In 
dian annuities—or in failure thereof, the reasons of such 
failure.’’ 


The rule being then read by the Clerk— 

Mr. BURT resumed. I would suggest to the 
committee, that the bills described in this rule are 
the only general appropriation bills known to our 
rules, and therefore, the only bills that have pre- 
cedence over the others in the calendar of the 
House. 


E CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| were both adopted on the 14th of September, 185 
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Mr. ASHMUN. I wish to state, that at the 
very last meeting of the committee on this bill in 
the last session in this House, the precise point of 
order was made, and the committee decided that 
it was a general appropriation bill. I ask the 
Chair if it was not so? 

The CHAIRMAN stated, that he was unable 
to recollect. The gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 


| Scuencx] has moved to lay aside all other bills, 


and to take up the House bill for the improvement 
of rivers ond harbors. This motion the Chair 
has ruled not to be in order. From the decision 
of the Chair, the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Scuenck] has taken an appeal, 

Mr. SCHENCK. May I call the attention of 
the Chair to the reading of the 79th rule? The 
provision is simply this; there are four general 
opprepenne bills specified in the rule, which 
must be reported to the House within thirty days 
after the appointment of the Committee of Ways 
and Means. We know, however, there are other 
appropriation bills besides these, which the rule 
says nothing about—for instance, the bill for the 


| establishment of light-houses, the post offices, 


fortifications, and Military Academy bills, There 
are but four bills named; but it does not neces- 
sarily follow that there are not other appropria 
tion bills not comprehended in the 79th rule, yet 
under the 80th rule, have precedence as general or 
annual appropriation bills, over other bails, 

The CHAIR desires to state that the rules, 79 
and 80, were adopted at the same ume. They 


The first one, the 79th rule, makes it the duty of 
the Committee of Ways and Means to report a 
general appropriation bill within thirty days after 
their appointment, at each session. At the same 
time the House adopted the other rule. The 
general appropriation bills named in that rule, 
therefgre, must be regarded as the appropriation 
bill spoken of in the 80th rule; 
appropriation bill should have the precedence over 
all others on the calendar, unless otherwise directed 
by a majority of the House. 

The question now being, Shall the decision of 
the Chair stand as the jadgment of the commit- 
tee? 

Mr. BURT called for tellers. ‘They were or- 
dered: and the question being put to the commit- 
tee, it was carried in the affirmative—ayes 8&2 
noes 67. , 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. POTTER moved to set aside the first bill 
on the calendar. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, made 
not distinctly heard on the left of the Chair. 

Mr. GREEN rose to a point of order. The 
ordinary business referred to the Committee of 
the Whole could not be set aside, except for ap 

‘ropriation bills, and the general a; 

ills must be considered in the order in which they 
were referred to the Committee of the Whol 

We cannot, therefore, override the business in the 
order in which it is referred to the committee; and 
the motion to set aside the first bill on the calendar 
and take up another bill, is out of order, 

The CHAIR overruled the point of order, and 
ordered the reading of the 130th rule, viz: 

“ All questions, whether in Committee or in the House, 
shall be propounded in the order in which they were moved, 
except that in filling up blanks the largest sum and the 
longest time shall be first put.’’ 

Mr. GREEN called for the reading of the 135th 
rule: which was read by the Clerk, as foliows: 

“In Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
all business shall be considered and concluded in the or 


and this general 


some t emark 3 


ypropriatc n 


of reference to them by the House, except ¢ neral appre 
priation bills, and in time of war, bills for raising mone; 
men, and bills concerning a treaty of p , which may be 


itte 


preferred, at the discretion of the comn 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, cailed for the read- 
ine of the title of the first bil! on the calenda and. 
ijt was as follows: 

“A bill to grant the rizht of way to the 
Mississippi, and Alabama Railroad Company.” 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, said that this 
indicated nothing at all. With 
an adjoyrnment, he therefore moved that the enin- 
mittee rise. 

The question was taken and decided in the negu- 
tive. 

The CHAIR stated that the question before the 
committee was, Will-the committee consider the 
first bill on the calendar ? 

The question was taken, and the comniitier re- 
fused to consider that bill, and it was laid aside. 


Pcnnemes, 


a View to movi ww 
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The CHAIR. The Clerk will report the next | 
bill on the calendar; and 

Bill No. 8, to provide for the printing of a table | 
of post offices in the United States, was then re- 
ported, : , 

Mr. POTTER objected to its consideration. 

The CHAIR. The question before the com- 
mittee is, Will the committee proceed to consider 
this bill? 

The question was put, and the committee re- 
fused to consider it, and it was laid aside. 

The Crerk then read the next bill, (No. 15,) 
being a bill to regulate brevet rank, and to retire 
disabled officers of the army. 

Mr. DISNEY rose simply to inquire how many 
bills were on the calendar—whether there wére 
not five or six hundred ? 

The CHAIRMAN said there were a great 
many. 

Mr. BURT wished to say to the committee, 
that he should feel it his duty to ask the Houseto 
recommit that bill to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, in consequence of the holding of two | 
boards of officers, of the navy and army, which | 
had been in session under the resolution of the | 
last session of Congress. He trusted, therefore, 
that it would be passed over. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the question be- 
fore the committee was, W ould the committee pro- 
ceed to consider bill No. 15? 

Mr. SCHENCK suggested that the bill be 
reported back to the House. 

The question was then taken on proceeding to 
the consideration of this bill, and decided in the | 
negative. The bill was therefore laid aside. 

The title of bill No. 61 was then read as fol- | 
lows: 

&¢ A bill to limit the liabilities of ship owners and for other 
purposes.”? 

Objection was made to its consideration., 
Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, called for the 
reading of the bill again. He hoped it would not | 
be laid aside. 

The question was put, and the House refused 
to consider the bill, and it was laid aside. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved that | 
the committee rise. 

The question was put on the motion, and de- 
cided in the negative. 

House bill No. 62, being a bill to return the 
duties on merchandise in unbroken packages de- 
stroyed by fire in the city of New York, in July, 
1845, was then read. 

Mr. KING hoped the committee would pro- 
ceed to the consideration of this bill. 

» The question was put, and the committee re- 
fused to consider it; and the bill was laid aside. 

Bill No. 67, being a bill to renew and continue 
in force the charter of the Potomac Insurance 
Company of Georgetown, was read; and, the 
committee refused to consider it. 

Mr. HARALSON did not believe the commit- 
tee was going to act upon any of these bills. He 
moved, therefore, that the committee rise, and 
upon that motion he called for tellers. 

Messrs. Savage, and Kine of New Jersey, 
were appointed tellers. The question being taken, | 
the result was 62 in the dpriatite. and 65 in | 
the negative. So the committee refused to rise. 

The CHAIRMAN requested that gentlemen 
would resume their seats, 

The next bill on the calendar, being a bill to 
authorize the a of four additional Com- 
missaries of Subsistence, was then read. 

Mr. JONES asked for a division on the ques- | 
tion on the motion to proceed to the consideration 
of this bill. 

Mr. BURT. That bill passed into a law during 
the last session of Congress. It is unnecessary, | 





proceed to consider it again. 

The CHAIRMAN said there was too much 
confusion, and requested gentlemen to observe 
order. 

The committee refused to consider this bill. 

Bill No. 84, being a bill directing the Secretary 
of the Navy to purchase from James C. Espy 
his patent right for the conical ventilator, for 
the use of the United States Navy, was then 
read and laid aside. 

Senate bill No. 57, being an act to provide for 
the repair and improvement of the dam at the head 
of ee Island in the Ohio river, was then | 
read. 
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Mr. WENTWORTH. I hopethe House will 
consent to take up that bill. have an amend- 
ment that will fit it well—the river and harbor 
bill. I hope the chairman will read that bill by 
its title. 

The committee refused to take up this bill; and 

Senate bill No. 24, being a bill to rerulate the 
value of certain foreign coins within the United 
States, and to provide for the coinage of double 
dime pieces, was read, 

Mr. McMULLEN moved that the committee 
rise. . 

Tellers were called for and ordered. 

Here the Speaker temporarily took the chair to 


| receive a message from the Senate, which was de- 


livered by Mr. Dickins, the Secretary of the 
Senate. 

The chairman of the committee having resumed 
his seat, 

Senate bill No. 24 was again read. 

Objection was made to its consideration. 

The question being whether the committee 
would proceed to consider the bill, 


A division was called for, which resulted in the | 


negative—ayes 46, noes 76. So the motion was 
lost. 

Mr. ALLEN moved to lay aside all bills pre- 
vious to the postage bill. 

The CHAIRMAN decided the motion to be 
out of order, under the rules of the House. 

Mr. ALLEN appealed from that decision. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, asked if this 
question had not been decided already ? 

The CHAIRMAN replied that it had. 

Mr. STEVENS. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the question was 
on the appeal. 

The question was taken, and 


The committee sustained the decision of the | 


Chair. 


Then why decide it again? | 


| 


} 





Bill No. 99, being a bill to reduce the price of | 


public lands belonging to the United States in the 
vicinity of the Wabash and Erie and Miami Ex- 
tension Canals, in the State of Ohio, was then 
read. 


The committee refused to proceed to the con- | 


sideration of this bill. 

Sill No. 100, being a bill to extend the benefit 
of ** An act to establish a uniform rule of natural- 
ization, and to repeal the acts heretofore passed on 


that subject,’’ to the wives and children of citizens | 


was read. 
Mr. POTTER objected to the consideration of 
this bill. 


The question was then taken on the motion to | 
consider the bill, and the committee refused to | 


consider it, and it was laid aside. 


Mr. MARSHALL moved that the committee | 


rise. 

The ‘question was taken by tellers, (Messrs. 
MecMo ten and Cuineman acting as such,) and 
decided in the affirmative—ayes 74, noes 63. 


The committee then rose, and the chairman | 
reported to the House that the committee had | 
had the state of the Union under consideration, | 


and had come to no resolution thereupon. 


POSTAGE BILL. 
Mr. POTTER. lIask the unanimous consent 
of the House to offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That bill No. 351, being a bill to reduce and 
modify the postage in the United States, be made the special 


|| order of the day tor Monday, the 16th instant, and from day 
|| to day until the same shall be disposed of. 


The SPEAKER said, that there were several 


| Executive communications upon the table, which 


ought to be laid before the House. If there was no 
objection, he would present them at this time. 
“here being no objection— 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- 
sage from the President of the United States, com- 
municating to the Senate a translation of a note 
addressed to the Secretary of State by the Minis- 
ter of the Mexican emehiie, relative to a subject 
to which the attention of Congress was invited in 
the message at the opening of the present session; 
which was read and referred to the Committee on 


| Military Affairs. 


The translation states that it is daily becoming 


/more and more indispensable that the Govern- 


ment of the United States should adopt the prompt- 


est and most active measures in order to prevent, 


conformably to the —— of the eleventh ar- 
ticle of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, the in- 


oe eo nr ee re ee 





_cursions of the Indian savages of the United States |) under the rule, and 
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upon the population of the Mexican frontier; ang 
the Mexican Minister entertains no doubt that the 
Congress of the United States will take this mat. 
ter into consideration, and give it all the attention 
which its importance requires. He says there are 
two reasons which render the adoption of militar 

nieasures extremely necessary: first, that Winter 
is the season when the Indians make their annual 
incursions and commit their acts of devastation 


/and atrocity upon the frontier population of Mex. 


ico; and, second, that in consequence of the Joss 
of their crops this year, the aforesaid population 
is now actually suffering from great scarcity of 
food, and that if they had to contend with the 
savages in this condition, they would be exter. 
minated, or at least exposed to much greater ray. 
ages than they have ever experienced in any for- 
mer incursions. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The Speaker, by unanimous consent, also laid 
before the House sundry Executive communica- 
tions, viz: 

I. A letter from the Secretary of the Interior, 
transmitting the annual report of the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office, with accompa- 
nying documents, exhibiting the operations of that 
branch of the public service during the last year, 
Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

II. A letter from the Secretary of the Interior, 
transmitting a statement from the Second Comp- 


stroller of the Treasury, showing the balances on 


the Ist of July, 1849, of appropriations for the 
service of his Department, &c.; which letter and 
accompanying documents were laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed. 

III. A letter from the Secretary of the Interior, 
transmitting a statement from the Fourth Auditor 
of the Treasury, showing the receipts and ex- 
penditures on account of the Navy pension fund 
for the year ending 30th September, 1850, and its 
condition at that date. 

On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the said letter and 
accompanying papers were referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

IV. A letter from the Secretary of the Interior, 
transmitting, in compliance with the act of July 10, 
1832, entitled ‘*An act for the regulation of the 
Navy and Privateer and Navy Hospital fund,” a 
report of the Commissioner of Pensions, accom- 
panied by the severe! lists therein mentioned; 
which were laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. 

POSTAGE BILL. 

The question being on the admission of the 
resolution of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Por- 
TER, | 

Mr. JONES objected. 

Mr. POTTER moved to suspend the rules. 

The SPEAKER stated that such a motion was 
not in order. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 
sir, that the House adjourn. 

Mr. MORRIS called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. STANTON withdrew his motion. 

Mr. MORRIS moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into a 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. MEADE moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. MORRIS. In sucha case I call for the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. 
| The question being taken, the result was: yeas 
78, nays 95. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. MORRIS again moved that the rules be 
| suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The question was put, and the motion was re- 
jected. 

On motion, the House adjourned. 


I now move, 





NOTICES OF BILLS. LD 
Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, gave notice of his inten- 
| tion to introduce a bill to establish a mail route from 
Vicksburg to Deer Creek, in the State of Mississippi. 5 
Mr. COBB, of Alabama, gave notice, under the rule, of 
his intention to move for leave to introduce a bill for the re- 
lief of Samuel Raybourn, of Alabama. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, gave notice that he would 
| introduce a bill ting land to aid in erecting a railroad 


| from St. Louis, Missouri, via Little Rock, to ulton, Ar- 
| kansas, &c. 
| PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions and memorials were presented 
referred to the appropriate committees : 
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By Mr. MORTON : The memorial of Samuel W. Skinker, 
adwninisirator of Doctor John Julion, surgeon in the war of 
the Revolution, praying for five years full pay under the act 
of Congress passed 22d oe 1783. 2 

The memorial of Fayette Mauzy and Robert G. Word, 

* praying relief from a judgment obtained by the United 

States against them. . , 

The memorial of James C. Wilson, praying for an in- 
»rease of salary. 
ee MANN, of Pennsylvania: The petition of R. K. 
McLaughlin and others, asking that additional compensa- 
tion be given to registers and receivers of land offices for 
jocating military land warrants. 

By Mr. GIDDINGS : The petition of Nelson Jones and 
17 others, citizens of Trumbull county, Ohio, praying for 
the repeal of the fugitive law. ‘ a 

Also, the petition of J. L. Tracy and 50. others, citizens 
of the same place, praying for the repeal of the same. 

Also, the petition of John Rood and 62 others, citizens of | 
the same place, praying for the repeal of the same. 

Also, the petition of Jacob South, and 73 others, citizens 
of the same place, praying for the repeal of the same. 

By Mr. HARRIS, of Ilinois: The petition of James M. 
Davis and others, registers and receivers in [linois, praying 
Congress to grant adequate compensation to such officers 
for official services. 

By Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: The petition of A. Hinchman 
and others, (just fifteen feet in length, with a double column 
of closely written names,) citizens of Salem, Ohio, praying 
for the repeal of the “ fugitive law.”’ + 

Also, the petition of Jacob Culp and 120 others, citizens 
of Mechanicstown, Ohio, praying for the repeal of the | 
same. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvuespay, December 10, 1850. 


Mr. Downs, of Louisiana, and Mr. Foors, of 
Mississippi, appeared in their seats. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The PRESIDENT of the Senate laid before the 
body a communication from the Department of 
War, transmitting a report from the Chief of Ord- 
nance, with copies ef the proceedings and a report 
of a board of officers, and letters from officers of 
the army, containing the results, as far as ascer- 
tained at the commencement of the present session, 
in compliance with a resolution of the Senate of 
30th September last, relative to the repeating pis- 
tols invented by Samuel Colt and other inventors, 
their efficiency and adaptation to the service, and 
the propriety of substituting the most approved for 
the dragoon service; which was read and referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
War, made in compliance with a resolution of the 
4th instant, calling for a copy of the proceedings 
of the court-martial held at Fort Constitution, in 
the State of New Hampshire, in the case of 
William Hanniver; which was read and laid on 
the table. 





MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. HUNTER presented the petition of James 
C. Wilson, a clerk in the office of the Chief Engi- 
neer, asking to be allowed an increase of compen- 
sation; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Clara M. Williams, asking 
that provision may be made by law for satisfying 
a military land warrant, issued to her father for 
his services as a midshipman during the war of 
the Revolution; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. STURGEON submitted additional docu- 
ments in relation to the claim of the heirs of Ste- 
phen Moylan, deceased; which were referred to 
the Committee.on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. CASS submitted additional ’documents in 
relation to the claim of Eleazer Williams for a 


a which,were referred to the Committee on 
ensions, 


ORDERS. 
=n motion by Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, it was 
ordered that the petition and papers on the files of 
the Senate relating to the claim of William Rob- 
erts be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, it was or- 
dered that Gen. Leslie Combs have leave to with- 


draw his memorial and$papers relating to a claim 
against the State of Texus. 


PRINTING FOR THE PATENT OFFICE. 
_ Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the following resolu- 
ton, made a favorable report thereon: 


Ordered, That five hundred copies of the first part of the 
report of the Commissioner of Patents, for the year 1849, be 
Printed for the use of the Patent Office. 


The resolution was agreed to. 
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NEWSPAPERS FOR SENATORS. 
Mr. JONES submitted the following resolution 
for consideration: 


Resolved, That during the present and for every future 
session, each Senator be furnished with such newspapers 


' and publications as he shall select, not to exceed in amount 


per annum the cost of five daily papers. 


SALARIES OF JUDGES IN CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. GWIN submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of increasing the 
salaries of the United States district judges for the northern 
and southern districts of California. 

Mr. HALE. I moveto amend the resolution so 
as to instruct the committee to inquire into the 


era of increasing the salary of the district 
judge of the district of New Hampshire, which 


is lower than that of any other judge in the United 
States, and altogether inadequate to his support. 

Mr. GWIN. I believe the President has had 
no difficulty in filling the judgeship in New Hamp- 
shire. There are plenty of sialthiiiet willing to 
accept that station; but it is notorious that the 
President has appointed judges for California who 
have not acesiad én account of the salary. Three 
months have elapsed since the passage of the bill 
creating judicial districts in California, and yet we 
have had no judges. 

Mr. HALE. I hope the Senator from Califor- 
nia does not understand me as being hostile to his 
resolution. -I am in favor of it, but I have been 
trying for several years to get the salary of the 
district judge of New Hampshire increased so that 
he shall not have to act as referee in private causes 
in order to support himself. His salary is only a 
thousand dollars per annum. | wish to provide for 
both California and New Hampshire. 

The amendment was adopted, and the resolu- 
tion as amended was agreed to. 


APPOINTMENT OF A PAGE. 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 
Banpcer, to authorize the Sergeant-at-Arms to em- 
ploy Thomas Reed as a page to the Senate, came 
up In its order, and was modified by the mover so 
as to read: 


Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be authorized to 
employ an additional page for the Senate. 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I would be exceeding 
unwilling to interpose any obstacle at all to the 
employment of this page, but I have been informed 
by the*Sergeant-at-Arms and various officers of 
the Senate, that there are now too many pages— 
more than are necessary. The person proposed 
to be employed is entirely agreeable to me—none 
could be more acceptable; but if a page is not re- 
quired, we ought not to pass this resolution. 

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, sucha propo- 
sition as this will bring on a sort of discussion 
which I do not think very appropriate to the Sen- 
ate. I wish the Senator from North Carolina 
would let it lie for the present, to give me an op- 
portunity, at all events, of communing with him, 
and giving him privately the reasons why the 
Senate should not go into this business. 

Mr. BADGER. Certainly. 

The resolution was accordingly laid on the 
table. 


BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 

Mr. PEARCE, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to bring in a bill for the relief 
of Sarah D. McKay; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. BUTLER, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to bring in bills of the following 
titles: 

A bill to indemnify the State of South Carolina 
for money expended for the United States in the 
war in Florida with the Seminole Indians; which 
was read and first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. B. also submitted sundry papers relating to 
the same subject; which were referred to the same 
committee. 

A bill to change the time for holding the crimi- 
nal court of the District of Columbia; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on thegJudiciary. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 
Mr. SHIELDS gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill granting to the State 
of Missouri the right of way and a portion of the 
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ublic land to aid in constructing a railroad from 
Jannibal to St. Joseph, in that State. 

Mr. BADGER gave notice that he would ask 
leave to introduce a bill for the relief of the Wil- 
mington and Manchester Railroad Company. | 

Mr. PEARCE gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a joint resolution providing 
for the appointment of Regents of the Smithsonian 
Institution. 


BILLS PASSED. 

The following bills, ordered to be engrossed 
yesterday, were severally read a third time and 
passed : 

A bill for the relief of the preémption claimants 
of the lands upon which the towns of Forts Mad- 
ison and Burlington, in lowa, are situated: 

A bill fer the relief of E. Pavenstedt & Schu- 
macher; and 

A bill for the relief of John A. McGaw, of New 
York. 


PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS IN CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. GWILN, in pursuance of notice given yes 
terday, asked leave to introduce a substitute, 
which at the proper time he intended to offer, for 
the bill introduced at the last session by Mr. Fre- 
MONT, entitled *‘ A bill to ascertain and settle the 
orivate land claims in the State of California.”’ 

The substitute was laid upon the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


REMEDIES TO PATENTEERS. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the bill entitled ** A bill giving further remedies to 
patentees.”’ 

Mr. DAYTON. I hope that bill will be passed 
over for the present. ‘There is a bill before the 
House which, with some amendments and altera- 
tions, may be made more agreeable to all parties. 
I therefore move to lay this bill upon the table for 
the present. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ALLEN G. JOHNSON RELIEF BILL. 

The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the 
W hole, to the consideration of the bill for the re 
lief of Allen G. Johnson. 

The bill proposes to authorize the Secretary of 
the "Treasury to cause to be paid to Allen G. Jobn- 
son the sum of $137 23, the value of certain mih- 
tary stores which were turned over by him in 
1840 to a quartermaster, but for which he had not 
been duly credited. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

H. L. KENDRICK RELIEF BILL. 

The Senate then proceeded to consider, as if 
Committee of the W hole, bill No. 78, being the bill 
for the relieftof Brevet Major H. L. Kendrick. 

The bill proposes to authorize the accounsing 
officers of the Tuantrs to credit Brevet Major H. 
L. Kendrick with the sum of $1,294 66 in the set- 
tlement of his accounts of the sales made by him 
at Puebla, in Mexico, by order of General Worth, 
of certain ordnance stores, the same being the 
amount that was stolen from him at Jalapa, while 
conveying it to Vera Cruz. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and was ordered to be engrossed fora 


third reading. 


PRIVATE BILL. 

The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the 
Whole, to the consideration of the bill for the re- 
hef of the legal representatives of John Rice Jones, 
deceased. 

Mr. SHIELDS called for the reading of the 
report of the committee. 

he Secretary read it accordingly. It em- 
bodied several reports of committees made in 
Congress on the same subject several years ago. 

Mr. DOWNS. I will suggest to the Senate, as 
the report of the committee which accompanies 
this bill is a very long one, that if the reading of 
it is not insisted on, | hope it may be dispensed 
vith. I will state to the Senate that this belongs 
to a class of cleims for land which were confirmed 
by an authority which was at the time deemed 
sufficient by the territorial government then exist- 
ing in Illinois. The question was long mooted, 
and was finally submitted to the Supreme Court 
of that State, which decided that the title was a 
just and legal one, and ought to be confirmed. 
There have been several cases, which, in accord- 
ance with that decision, have been referred to 
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committees, reported upon, acted upon, and passed. 

‘The committee in this case report favorably, and 
in precise accordance with the decision of the Su- 
yreme Court. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I desired to have the report 
read, and my only amet in calling for it was, that 
the reading of it might supply the place of argu- 
ment on the part of any Senator. I am not ac- 
quainted with the details of this report; but I am 
well acquainted with a similar case which was 
decided on the same principle, and the same allow- 
ance of land was granted in the other case as is 
proposed to be granted by this bill. 

Mr. FELCH. 1 would like to inquire of the 
Senator from Louisiana whether the land for 
which compensation is now asked was purchased 
from the United States; whether there was a grant 
on the part of the United States; or on what 
ground the claim rests? 

Mr. DOWNS. It is so long since the report 
was made by the committee that I cannot pretend 
to give the details. 

Mr. BERRIEN. 
of the report, 

The report was again read, and also those re- 
ports made in preceding Congresses. 

Mr. WALKER.  [ would like to hear what 
proviso the bill contains, 

The PRESIDENT. The proviso is, that there 
shall be no location upon mineral lands, or lands 
reserved for the use of schools, or for military 
purposes. 

Mr. FELCH. 
by the bill? 

“The PRESIDENT. Three thousand four hun- 
dred and eighty-five acres. 

Mr. WALKER. Is the location of land pro- 
»osed to be granted to be confined to the State of 
linols ? 

The PRESIDENT. There is no provision in 

the bill confining it to the State of Illinois. 

Mr. WALKER. I will move, then, to amend 
the bill by inserting in the proviso, after the words 
** military purposes,”’ the words ‘or to which 
rights of preémption attach,”’ 

Mr. SHIELDS. That is the law now. 

The PRESIDENT. There is no provision in 
the bill requiring the location to be made in the 
State of [linois. 

Mr. WALKER. I will move, then, to insert 
the words ‘*in the State of Illinois,’’ so that the 
land shall be located in that State. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I should be sorry to see that 
amendment prevail. I believe that this claim is a 
just one, and I think there are some who are in- 
terested in it who reside in lowa and some in Mis- 
souri; and perhaps it may be disadvantageous to 
them not to be able to locate their lands within 
either of those States. I have no obfection to the 
amendment, however, if it is approved by the 
Senate, 

Mr. WALKER. I believe my amendment is 
what is recommended by the committee, and I 
like very much to follow their recommendation 
when I can. 

Mr. CASS. This is a claim which has existed 
more than fifty years, and a large portion of the 
good land of the State of Ilinois is now gone. I 
do not know why we should confine these claim- 
ants to the State of Illinois, since the good land 
belonging to the United States is sold. I see no 
reason why they should not go anywhere else 
where there is public land. ; 

Mr. SHIELDS, Ido not wish to annoy the 
Senate by a discussion of this question. I take 
but little interest in it, except that as I know the 
parties and the character of the claim, and I know 
that other similar claims have been allowed. The 
claim was confirmed by the Government of the 
Northwest Territory. That confirmation, when 
submitted to a board, was not considered as sus- 
tained by proof, Proof, however, was afterwards 
found to sustain all these confirmations. I know, 
however, that allowances have been made in all 
other cases except this one. The land should 
have been takea from any part of the Northwest 
‘Territory. Ido not understand why the gentle- 
man from Wisconsin wishes to confive the loca. 
tion to [iinois. Most of the heirs are in lowa 
and Missouri, and it will be more advantageous 
to them to locate it there. That is my only rea- 
son for opposing the amendment. 

Mr. WALKER. I oppose this claim on the 
same principle that I do all such claims. I think 


I wouid ask for the reading 


What is the quantity granted 





_of the heirs live in lowa and Missouri. 


there have been few more odious measures adopted 
by this Government than that of giving these 
rights to persons, either in the form of land scrip, 
land warrants, or anything else of that sort, to 
operate in this manner. There is a great question 
in my mind about the validity of these claims. 
There is about as much to bring my mind to the 
conclusion that it never existed in justice, as that 
it ever did. But, at all events, it was a local right, 
if it be valid, to land within the State of Lllinois, 
as confirmed by the Territory. Doubts as to the 
validity of the claim renaléted it impossible for the 
individual to avail himself of it then, and perhaps 
there is as much reason for the existence of doubts 
at the present time. If you give the claimants 
now a general floating right to select lands within 
the United States where there is public land, you 
will place them ‘upon an talilete better footing 
than they were originally. They can certainly 
find land incomparably more valuable than that 
where the claim was originally located. To give 
this floating right will be to allow them to go and 
search the public lands of the United States, and 
make a location upon lands which will well reward 
them for the delay. The remark of the Senator 
from Illinois I have no doubt is correct, that most 
Might 
not the same be said of the heirs of those who 
hold military bounty land scrip, whose case was 
brought to the notice of the Senate at the last ses- 
sion by the Senator from Virginia? And when 
the attempt was made then to make a kind of ne- 
gotiable assignats for the purchase of public lands 
all over the United States, the Senate immediately 
put down the idea. True, this is not a claim of 
the same magnitude, yet it is a claim to the extent 
of some thirty-four or thirty-five hundred acres. 
| am opposed to giving these floating rights, but I 


shall trouble the Senate no further about the mat- 


ter. 

Mr. DOWNS. I believe this is not so unusual 
a claim as the Senator from Wisconsin seems to 
suppose. These floating rights are granted in 
many cases. I should like to have that Senator 
state how a claim situated as this is, is to be satis- 
factorily settled unless the claimant be allowed to 
make his location of land where he chooses. This 
has been repeatedly done, and it is the only way 
that I can conceive in which it can be done, and at 
the same time compensate the claimant for the in- 
justice done him by the Government in depriving 
toe of his right for forty years. The lind has 
yassed into other hands, and all the best land has 
os located, so that even a floating right would be 
far inferior to what it would have been many years 


|} ago, This is the ordinary way of doing justice in 


a case of this kind, and I can see no danger nor 
impropriety in it. If the Senator from Wisconsin 
can suggest any other-mode by which this just 
claim can be satisfactorily settled now, | am willing 
it should be adopted; but [ do not see why this 
case, so long delayed, so just, and so in accord- 
ance with repeated reports for a series of years by 


| various committees of both Houses, and with sev- 


| stand there is none. 


eral bills that have passed Congress, should not be 
now settled. Why we should become so careful 
all at once of interests repeatedly decided upon in 
cases precisely parallel, | confess I cannot con- 
ceive. I wish only to remark further, that that 
part of the report which was read did not contain 
the decision of the Supreme Court of the State of 
Illinois to which I referred. 
the existing Governor of the Territory was con- 
clusive. The court so decided. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. Mr. President, I ap- 
peal to my friend from Wisconsin [Mr. Wacker] 
to withdraw that portion of his amendment which 
restricts the claimants in this case to the State of 
Illinois, within which to locate the lands to be 
granted to them, I have no doubt there are as good 
public lands yet to be found in that State as any 
other. But it so happens that many of the heirs 
of the original claimant in this case reside in lowa 
and Missouri. I am well acquainted with them. 
They are my friends, and I feel anxious that jus- 
tice may be done them, There are already nu- 
merous restrictions in this bill. The claimants 
cannot locate on lead mines, salt springs, or any 
lands which have not been offered at public sale. 
Nor can they interfere with Sny preemption or 
other claimant, If there is doubt on that point I 
hope the portion of the amendment protecting pre- 
emption claims may be adopted, But I under- 
I hope the amendment may 
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ec. 10, 
not be ado , and that the bill may now }, 
passed in the shape in which it came from th, 
committee. 
| Mr.MANGUM. If this claim is valid, I think 
it is but just and right that the claimants should he 
allowed to locate wherever there are public land. 
As I understand that the persons who are inter. 
ested in this bill, and whose claim has been ,, 
long delayed, reside in different States, I think j 
fair and reasonable that they should be permitted 
| to make their location at points most convenient 

for themselves, and upon that ground I shali vot. 
| against the amendment. y 
| Mr. CASS, On looking at the report I fiyq 
| that this claim was for a grant made within th. 
| county of St. Clair, and was signed by Gen, g;. 
Clair, and countersigned by Gen. William Henry 
Harrison, in February, 1799, more than fifty years 
'ago. There was then no Illinois, nor Indians 
_nor Wisconsin; these were all embraced in the 
Northwest Territory. Mr. Gallatin decided tha: 
the grant was nota good one, but the Supreme 
Court of Llinois overruled that decision, and dec). 
ded that it was good. If the view then taken was 
correct, the claim should now be allowed. Why 
| should it be restricted to the State of Illinois any 
more.than to the county of St. Clair, where the 
| grant was first made? 
| ‘The question was thentaken’on the amendment, 
| and it was not agreed to. 
The bill was then reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 


SAFETY OF PASSENGERS. 
On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, 
the Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the 
| Whole, to consider House bill No. 386, being an 
act to amend an act entitled ** An act to provide 
for the better security of the lives of passengers ov 
board of vessels propelled in whole or in part by 
| steam.” ; 
On motion by Mr. D., it was ordered that the 
bill be recommitted to the Committee on Commerce 
and printed. 


SCHOOL LANDS IN ARKANSAS. 
| 





| 


On motion by Mr. BORLAND, the Senate then 
roceeded to consider, as in Committee of the 
hole, Senate bill No. 12, being the bill allowing 
exchanges of and granting additional school lands 
| in the State of Arkansas. 

A substitute for the entire bill, which had been 
| reported from the Committee on Public Lands, 
was adopted for the original bill, after a brief ex- 
planation by Mr. B. 

The bill as amended was then reported to the 
Senate, and after undergoing some verbal amend- 
ment, the amendment of the committee was coll- 
| curred in, and the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
| for a third reading. 
| The title was also amended so as to read “ A 

bill allowing exchanges of, and granting additional 
schools lands in the several States which contain 
public lands, and for other purposes.” 


| PATENT LAWS. : 
The hour having arrived for the consideration 
of the special orders, the President announced the 
| first in order to be the bill to amend “ An act to 
| promote the progress of the useful arts.”’ 
On the motion of Mr. TURNEY, it was or- 
‘dered that-the further consideration thereof be 
postponed to Monday next, and that it be made 
the special order for that day. 


CESSION TO STATES OF PUBLIC LANDS. 

The next special order was the bill to cede the 
public lands of the United States to the States re- 
spectively in which they are situated, on condition 
that the said States shall severally grant and con- 
vey the said lands Yo actual occupants only in 
limited quantities for cost of survey, transfer, and 
| title muniments merely. 
Mr. FELCH. I move that the further con- 
sideration of this bill be postponed to Tuesday 
next, and that it be made the special order for that 
day. 
| Mr. WALKER. I think it is now a special 
‘order, and the motion is to continue it a special 

order. Supposing that the Senator from Michi- 
| gan, as chairman of the Committee on Public 
| Lands, desires to address us on the subject, I am 
desirous to hear him, and am willing that the bill 
| shall be postponed to the day he mentions, that he 
/may do so. I shall, however, after that day use 
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possible exertion to facilitate the passage of 
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The motion to postpone and make the bill the 
special order for Tuesday next was then agreed 
to. 

PUBLIC LANDS IN MISSOURI, 

The next special order was the bill to grant to 
the State of Missouri a certain quantity of public 
land for objects of internal improvement, which, 
added to the quantity heretofore granted to that 
State for that purpose, shall make it equal to the 
quantity heretofore granted to any other State for 
the same purpose. 

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, there has been 
another bill drawn up for the same purpose, which 
has been sent to the Committee on Public Lands. 
It was my design when the committee report upon 
that bill to move it as a substitute for this one. I 
therefore move to lay this bill upon the table for 
the present. 

The motion was agreed to. 

FEES OF MARSHALS, &c. 

The bill to regulate the fees and costs to be 
allowed to clerks, marshals, and attorneys of the 
circuit and district courts of the United States and 
for other purposes, next came up in order, but in 
the absence of the chairman of the Committee on 
the Judiciary, on the motion of Mr. BALDWIN, 


it was laid upon the table. 


LAWS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

The joint resolution for the revision and amend- 
ment of the laws of the District of Columbia was 
next in order, but it was also laid upon the table 
in consequence of the absence of the chairman 
of the Committee on the Judiciary. 
CAPTORS OF THE FRIGATE PHILADELPHIA. 

The bill for the relief of the captors of the 
frigate Philadelphia was next in order, but, on the 
motion of Mr. BERRIEN, its further considera- 
tion was postponed to Tuesday next, and it was 
made the special order for that day. 


AGRICULTURAL BUREAU. 

The bill to establish an Agricultural Bureau in 
the Department of the Interior next came up in 
order, but, on the motion of Mr. STURGEON, 
its further consideration was postponed to to-mor- 
row week, (Wednesday,) and it was made the 
special order for that day. 

EXECUTIVE BUSINESS. 

On the motion of Mr. MANGUM, the Senate 
then proceeded to the consideration of executive 
business, and, after some time spent therein, the 
doors were reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
W epnespay, December 11, 1850. 


The House met at twelve o’clock. The Jour- 
nal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. SAWTELLE rose to a privileged ques- 
tion. He said he found from the published report 
of the proceedings yesterday, that his name was 
not recorded on the proposition to suspend the 
rules to admit the resolution of the gentleman 
from Tennessee, (Mr. Jounson,] making the 
homestead bill a special order. He did vote on 
that occasion, and in the affirmative. He desired 
that the Journal might be corrected, to accord with 
the fact. 

The SPEAKER said, there being no objection, 
the Journal would be corrected. 

On motion by Mr. BOYD, leave was granted 
to withdraw from the files of the House the pe- 


tition and papers of Rosa Clarke, the widow of 


Wm. C, Clarke, for the purpose of reference to 
one of the Executive departments. 


OBITUARY. 

Mr. POTTER rose and addressed the House as 
follows: 

Mr. Speaker: I have been assigned, by my 
colleagues, the melancholy duty of announcing to 
this House the death of one of its members, m 
friend and colleague, Amos E. Woon, of the sixth 
Congressional district of Ohio. He died at Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, on. the 19th of November last, 
of erysipelas, after an illness of only three days. 

Mr. Woop was born at Ellisburg, Jefferson 
county, New York, on the 2d of June, 1810. In 
1825 he removed with his father to Portage 
county, in the State of Ohio, where he remained 
until 1833, when his attention was called to the 


rich agricultural lands in northwestern Ohio, and 
he removed to Sandusky county, where he pur- 
chased himself a farm, and cleared it mostly with 
| his own hands, on which he resided at the time of 
| his death. He has been twice elected to the Lower | 


|} House, and once to the Senate, in the General As- 


|sembly of Ohio. From humble but respectable 
origin, by the force and energy of his character, 
with but a limited education, he raised himself 
to an enviable position—socially and politically. 
Surrounded, as he was, by men of the hichest 
rank in talents and education, he was able, by his 
perseverance and the fidelity with which he dis- 
charged the public trusts committed to him by the 
people, to command an unbounded influence. In 
all the important measures originated or discussed 
jin the Legislature whilst he was a member, his 
influence was felt, and by the zeal with which he 
espoused a cause, he was able to carry measures 
which older and more experienced heads despaired 
of. The citizens of northwestern Ohio will long 
remember with gratitude his devotion to their in- 
terests, and the noble public works which have 
enriched and beautified that region will forever 
stand as monuments of that devotion. He was 
distinguished for great energy and perseverance, 
joined with the strictest integrity. Whatsoever 
his hands found to do, he did with all his micht: 
and although he made no pretensions as a public 
speaker, seldom addressing the House, yet there 
was no one member whose sentiments were better 
| understood, or made a more sensible impression 
upon his fellow members than his. The earnest- 
| ness with which he always acted, left his impress 
upon all he did. 

Although often oceupying highly responsible 
public stations, requiring much of his time, he was 
enabled, by the labor of his own hands upon his 
farm, to acquire a competency—an achievement 
seldom accomplished by servants of the public. 

In 1849 he was elected a member of the Thirty- 
first Congress, to fill the vacancy occasioned by 
the death of Rupotrunus Dickinson, who died in 
this city soon after the final adjournment of the 
Thirtieth Congress. 

It is but about two years since he buried his 
wife, who also died of erysipelas, leaving him in 
the sole care of four small children. He was de- 
voted to them, and had taken two young daughters 
to Fort Wayne to school, when he was taken ill 
there. They were present to close his eyes in 

| death, ‘and on the following day returned with his 

lifeless body to their orphan home, and saw the 
grave close upon it forever. Such is life. Hope 
| springs up in the morning, at evening it is plucked 
up, and the heart is left desolate. 

Mr. Woop’s frank and open manners had en- 
deared him to a large circle of friends in this city: 
and it is but a just tribute to his worth to say, 
that amongst those who differed most widely with 
him upon the exciting subjects that for so long a 
time agitated and embittered the discussions of the 

| House, are numbered many of his warmest friends. 
These feel and lament his loss; and whilst his 
| family and neighbors mourn, they must remember 
that his loss is not all their own. Many warm 
hearts throughout his district, throughout the 
State and nation, sympathize with them. This 
House sympathizes with them to-day. His loss 
comes near to us. He was but yesterday one 
of us. And whilst I would refrain from indulging 
in the reflections that must force themselves upon 
every mind at this solemn moment, I will pause, 
that we all may listen to the voice that ascends 
| from that vacant seat yonder, ‘* Be ye also ready.”’ 
I offer for adoption the following resolutions: 


Resolved, That this House has heard with grief the an- 
nouncement of the death of the Hon. Amos E. Woop.a 
Representative in this body from the Sixth Congressional 
District of Ohio; and, as a token of respect for his char- 
acter and public services, the members and officers of this 
House will wear the usual badge of mourning for thirty days. 
| Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be directed to 
| transmit to the family of Mr. Woop certified copies of 
these proceedings. 

And, as a further mark of respect for the memory of the 
deceased— 

Resolved, That this House do now adjourn. 


The question being put, the resolutions were 
| unanimously adopted, and 
The House adjourned. 





Mr. THURSTON gave notice, under the rule, of his in- 
tention to ask leave, at some future day, to introduce bills 
of the following titles : 


i 
' 


| 
NOTICES OF BILLS. 
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** A bill providing a revenue cutter for the district of Ore- 
gon ; and, 

* A bill for the establishment of a marine hospital at As- 
toria, in the Territory of Oregon.” 





PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions and memorials were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 

By Mr. SWEETSER: The petition of Jeremiah Har- 
kins, of Delaware county, Ohio. ; 

Also, the petition of James M. Davis and others, of Tili- 
nois, praying for additional compensation to registers and 
receivers, for locating bounty land warrants. 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of John Butler and 45 
others, citizens of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying 
Congress forthwith to repeal the law past at the last session 
of Congress, approved the l&th day of September, 1850, 
commonly styled the ** Fugitive Slave Bill.” 

By Mr. CHANDLER: The memorial of Messrs. Diehl & 
Co., asking the assistance of the National Government to 
establish and maintain a line of steam mail packets be 
tween the town of Liverpool (England) and the city of 
Philadelphia. 

ty Mr. DISNEY: The memorial of Michael Joyce, 
asking for increase of pension. 


IN SENATE. 
Weepnespar, December 11, 1850. 


Mr. BERRIEN presented the memorial of 
William Baynton, asking to be indemnified for 
certain merchandise destroyed by the Cieek In- 
dians in the year 1836; which was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Also, amemorial of Calvin B. Seymour, asking 
indemnity for merchandise destroyed by the same 
nation of Indians in the same y ear; which was also 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. YULEE presented the memorial of Au 
gustus Steele, asking payment of his salary and 
the expenses incurred by him for the hire of boat- 
hands while inspector of the customs atSt. Mark's, 
in Florida; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Also, additional documents in relation to the 
claim of Isaac Varus, senior: which were referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 


MILITARY PUNISHMENTS. 

Mr. EFiIALE. I have received, and been re 
quested to present to the Senate, a petition signed 
by a number of citizens of Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire, and adjacent towns in that State, in 
which they represent that due regard to the honor 
and interests of our country, and to the security 
of the personal rights of all persons now enlisted, 
or who may hereafter enlist in the service of the 
United States, require that the acts of Congress 
establishing rules and regulations for the govern- 
ment of the Army of the United States need revis 
ion and amendment. ‘They represent that many 
punishments provided by law are disproportioned 
to the offences, and that large disbursements from 
the public Treasury are made to defray the ex 
penses of courts-martial holden for the trial of pet- 
ty misdemeanors. They further state that it has 
recently been made known to them that courts 
martial inflict upon privates in the army punish- 
ments so severe and cruel as to outrage the feelings 
of humanity. They state that the law which au- 
thorized the infliction of corporal punishment, 
except in case of desertion, by stripes and lashes, 
has been repealed, but certain courts-martial evade 
the intention of the repealing act by punishing 
corporally with heavy instruments of torture far 
more intolerable than the lash. They declare that 
it cannot be believed that in the nineteenth centu- 
ry, the degradation of the man can have a tendency 
to make him a better soldier. They therefore 
suggest the propriety of a code of laws for the reg- 
ulation of the army and the navy abolishing in- 
human punishments, defining more specifically 
the duties of commanding officers as well as pri- 
vates, and the authority and duties of courts- 
martial, and of subjecting their decisions, in time 
of peace at least, to the supervision of the judicial 
tribunals of the United States. 

[ will state that this petition had its origin in the 
proceedings of a court-inartial, recently holden at 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, at which the sen- 
tence of the court was so severe as to excite in the 
community feelings of indignation. I will read 
that sentence. It was, that this private soldier 
should « forfeit all pay and allowance, except such 
‘clothing as may be necessary for one year; to 
‘ wear a twenty-four pound ball and chain attached 
‘to his leg, a band of iron about his neck contain- 
‘ing seven prongs, each prong seven inches long; 
‘to be confined in charge of a guard at hard labor 
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‘ during the day, and solitary confinement at night, 
*‘ for the same period of time.”’ 

Mr. CASS. What was the offence? 

Mr. HALE. Thecharge was mutiny and dis- 
obedience of orders, The evidence is very brief, 
and will be found in the report which has been 
submitted to the Senate, agreeably to a resolution 
passed a few days since. I move that the memo- 
rial and that report be referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, and that the report be printed 
for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I think the peti- 
tion which the Seuator has presented is but a man- 
ifestation of that false philanthropy which is abroad 
in the country, and which is so much disposed to 
interfere in matters not understood. The sen- 
tence which was read by the Senator from New 


Hampshire, he is quite aware, was not executed. | 


The charge which was preferred is one so grave 
that in most countries it would have subjected the 
offender to the sentence of death. Without know- 
ing the circumstances, and the condition of the 
garrison, and the necessity for resorting to this 
extreme punishment to impress on that garrison 
the necessity of obedience to orders, and to pre- 
serve its efficiency as such, those persons have sent 
the petition which the Senator has presented, and 
he gravely asks for the printing of the record be- 
fore the committee have had an opportunity to ex- 
amine and inquire whether the interests of the 
service would be subserved thereby or not. 

I think it the duty of the Senate to look to the 
interests of the service, and to the character of 
the officers, and not to answer to every false sen- 
timent that may instigate persons as ignorant as 
meddlesome, to send petitions here. I am sorry, 
therefore, that the Senator did not accept the sug- 
gestion made by me to refer the whole matter to 
the committee, and allow it to be examined by 
them; and then let the Senate determine whether 
the record shall be printed or not; and, if printed, 
whether it should be printed with or without the 
report which the committee may think proper to 
make. Ihave not seen the record, and I am not 
prepared to form an eee now; but, upon an 
examination, I will make the soundest decision | 
am capable of as to the propriety of printing it, 
and whether it is proper forthe committee to sub- 
mit a report to go forth with it or not. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair would inform 
the Senator that the motion to print must go to 
the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. HALE. I hope, sir, I shall live to see an 
exhibition at some day, of ‘‘true’’ philanthropy; 
because every effort made since I have been here, 
let it be for what it would, has been stigmatized 
by those opposed to it as ‘false’ philanthropy. 
Now, I believe, if there be within the limits of 
this Republic onesolitary class of individuals who 
have aright to look to this Government for pro- 
tection against oppression, particularly when that 
oppression comes from an officer of this Govern- 
ment, it is the private soldier and private sailor. 
There is no other earthly power to which they 
can look but to Congress. 

The Senator from Mississippi suggested to me, 
it is true, to let the subject go to the Committee on 
Military Affairs before the motion to print was 
made, l received the suggestion; but, as it did 
not accord with my own convictions of what was 
right and proper, with all due deference to that 
Senator, I declhned to accede to it. The honora- 
ble Senator asserts that I know that the sentence 
was not executed. Ido not know a great deal 
about it; but I understand that it was executed in 
part; that it was approved by the officer who or- 


dered the court-martial to be called, and was in| 


wocess of execution when the superior officer, 
Major General Scott, had his eye fixed on the sen- 
tence, and then, by his order, or by his sugges- 
tion, that part which related to the wearing of this 
necklace, with seven prongs seven inches in length, 
was remitted. But the sentence was executed in 
part. 


pose of enabling Senators to inform themselves of 


the particulars of the case, I ask that it may be. 


printed for the use of the Senate. 


The PRESIDENT. The Chair would inform | 


the Senator that the motion to print must ne- 
cessarily be referred to the Committee on Print- 
ing. 

Mr. BORLAND. 


TRE 


I do not ask to have any extra numbers | 
printed to go out to the country; but, for the pur- | 


. LN I would suggest that this | 
question of printing seems to involve the merits of |' 


the case, and I hope that it will not be referred 


to that committee. 
The PRESIDENT. The motion to print must | 
go to the Committee on Printing, under the rule. | 
Mr. BORLAND. Does it not require that a 
vote should be taken upon it? 
The PRESIDENT. Notat all. It must be 
referred to the Committee on Printing, and it is 
not debatable. 
The petition was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and the motion to .print was re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Printing. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Fi- | 
nance, reported the following resolution; which was | 
considered by unanimous consent and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be authorized | 
to employ a clerk during the present session of Congress at 
the compensation usually paid heretofore to clerks of com- | 
mittees of the Senate. 


Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Mili- | 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the memorial | 
of William C. Easton, asking compensation for | 
certain services in the office of Commissary General | 
of Subsistence, submitted a report, which was or- | 
dered to be printed, accompanied by a bill for his | 
relief; which was read and ordered to a second | 
reading. 

REGENTS OF SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. | 

Mr. PEARCE, in pursuance of notice, asked | 
and obtained leave to introduce a joint resolution | 
for the appointment of Regents of the Smithsonian | 
Instituuion: 

Resolved, §c. That the vacancy in the Board of Regents | 
of the Smithsonian Institution of the class “ other than 
members of Congress”’ be filled by the reappointment of the 
late incumbents, viz: Richard Rush, of Pennsylvania, and | 
Joseph G. ‘Totten, of the city of Washington. 

On the motion of Mr. PEARCE, the joint reso- | 
lution was read a second time, and considered as | 
in Committee of the Whole. Having been re- 
ported to the Senate, it was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, and was subsequently read a 
third time and passed. 


WESTERN ARMORY. 

Mr. BENTON, in pursuance of previous no- | 

tice, asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill of | 
the following title: 


A bill to authorize the President to select a site for a 
Western armory, and to procure the same, and to com- | 
mence the construction of the armory. 


In introducing this bill Mr. BENTON said: I | 
am not on the committee to which I shall ask to | 
have this bill referred, Mr. President, and I will 
therefore state in brief the object of the bill, and | 
the reasons why the bill before us leaves to the | 
President of the United States to select a site for 
a Western armory, and to make purchase of the | 
site and commence the erection of the necessary 
buildings thereon. The reason for giving the | 
power to make the selection to the President of | 
the United States is because it has been found im- | 
possible to get any site agreed upon by a vote of | 
Congress. It is now nearly forty years—ever 
since the conclusion of the war of 1812 with | 
Great Britain—that a Western armory has been | 
considered a great Western object. 
crown up to be a national object. A most laud- | 
able effort was made to get a vote of Congress by | 
which the armory should be established. Colo- | 
nel Johnson, lately deceased, and who, if he had | 
died at almost any time for forty years past, would | 
have been entitled to a kind and respectful notice |} 
in this Chamber—he gave us twenty or thirty years | 
exertions for the establishment of this armory. 
Volumes of reports were made upor, the subject | 
by officers and commissioners sent out to examine 
a great many places; and the bill authorizes the | 
President to make further examinations if he sees | 
fit. All water sites in the great West have been 
examined before the invention of steam power || 
came into general use as a motive power. any | 
places have been recommended. All these recom- | 
mendations failed in Congress. The moment that |, 
it was proposed to adopt 
so recommended, every 
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It has now | 


on any site that was |, 
estern Senator, if it 


was in the Senate, deemed it his duty to move to |) .,% pepalen Gad tebgreviiateten andieey waehinety 


establish it in his own State, and every Western 


member, if it was in the House, deemed it his | 
! 


duty to move to have it established in his district. 
Well, each one would get his own vote, and per- 
haps two or three more; and there was an end of 
it. In that way we have been going on for al- 
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no Western armory can ever be established unless 
there is authority somewhere to make the abso. 
lute selection of a site, and commence the heen. 
sary buildings. : 
he bill which I propose leaves this selection to 
nited States. I will State 
that heretofore it has been proposed frequently 


eave 


site. But during a dozen years of the time there 
have been Presidents from some part of the West. 
and there was a delicacy felt on the part of some 
gentlemen to leave it to the President. Now we 
have a President who is from no part of the Wes; 
and I, for one, being intent on the great object 
perfectly willing to abide his decision. 

I stated that this was an object of great moment 
almost forty years ago, at the time when St. Louis 
was on the frontier of the United States, when 
Chicago was on the frontier of the United States 
and when the capital of Arkansas was a frontier. 
even then it was deemed a great object to have an 
armory in the West. Now, sir, all these places 
are becoming inland towns. They are mere start- 
ing points to the frontiers. Our northern frontier 
is up above the Falls of St. Anthony, and actual 
settlements—even two States and two Territories 
on the Mississippi—are above what was then the 
frontier of the States. We have to supply all the 
country up to the base of the Rocky Siiantinn 
over which we are now spreading military posts, 
down to the Pacific ocean, to California, to Ore- 
gon, to Utah, all New Mexico and the westery 
varts of Texas, which belong still to the West, 

tere now we have a world thrown open beyond 
what was the frontier forty years ago, all of which 
not only needs arms, but presents now the largest 
demands forarms. What was, almost forty years 
ago, a Western object, is now a National object, 
for the United States must supply arms to this 
vast frontier, which has been so much extended 
within our time. The distribution of the army is 
now beyond, far beyond, what was the frontier in 
the war of 1812. 

We have two armories at present, as we all 
know—one in Virginia, and one in Massachusetts. 
They were established upon a principle that would 
have given one to the West, if there had been any 
West at the time. But there was no West—that 
is, no western settlements to make it an object to 
supply them with arms by an armory of their 
own. There were two armories established then, 
one for the South and one for the North. They 
were established for the two great sections of the 
Union as it was then. Since that time the West 
has grown up, and has become a great section of 
the Union—the greatest—and it has now become 
a national object to give it the manufacture of our 
own arms. 

I have put this application upon the broad 
ground that it is the duty of the Government of 
the United States to supply the different parts of 
the Union with whatis necessary for its defence— 
to give arms for their defence to all parts. To be 
sure, we have arms sent to the West now, but they 
are in the Atlantic States, and it is at great expense 
that they are sent around, and to the extremes to 
which they are intended to go. The transporta- 
tion alone isa great expense. But there is another 
point of view which we have a right to present, 
and which I must beg leave to present to the Sen- 
ate. It refers to some distribution of the expendi- 
tures of the Federal Government. I do not go 
over the ordinary list of vast expenditures upon 

d the little upon the interior. But 
here is an object the expense of which is but little 
short of one million per annum, which was ap- 
plied to the Atlantic seaboard, while the half of the 
whole ought to go to the West. I find in the esti- 
mates of appropriation this year the following: 
For the armament of fortifications....,. .... - «++ $200,000 
For the expense of ordnance, ordnance stores, and 00,000 


—supplies......... eee oeenececesees cocces ’ 
For the current expenses of the ordnance service.. 100,000 


» am 


| For the manufacture of arms at the national arse- 


vows exe 960,000 
93,100 
47,000 


BOIS. cc vnicsrdes cocccescosteccccddcescoees 
at Harper's Ferry.......cccesccceccsecascerees® 
at Springfield armory........seseeeeeeeeeeseees 


Making in all a total Of.......0ceeeeeeeee sees 830,100 


pended this year, as has been years 
heretofore, and will be to all time, upon the armo- 


| ries upon the Atlantic board, to make arms for the 


most forty years, and it has become certain that || western frontier, and then transported at great 








lesy 
I80O- 


CER. 


n to 
tate 
itly 
ave 
ct a 
lere 
est, 
me 
we 
PSt, 


am 


all 
ts, 
ild 
ny 
iat 

to 
elr 


ey 
the 
est 

of 
me 
yur 


irs 
10- 


Pat 


1850. 





cost to the West—for that West where we have 
all the materials, the iron, the wood, and the 
coal, and the transportation by rivers, and many 
convenient sites for steam-power as well as water, 

With these remarks, I ask leave to introduce 
this bill, which L ask to be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

The bill was read the first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. FOOTE gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill for the relief of Charles 
D. Arfredson, late Chargé d’Affaires ad interim of ' 
the United St&ites at the Court of Norway and 
Sw eeden. 

DEATH OF HON. AMOS E. WOOD. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives by Mr. Youna, their Clerk: 

Mr. PresipenT: [ am directed by the House of Repre- 
sentatives to inform the Senate of the death of Hon. Amos 
E. Woop, one of the Representatives in the House of Rep- 
resentatives from the State of Ohio, and of the proceedings 
of the House thereon. 

House or Representatives, December 11, 1850. 

Resolved, That this House has heard with grief the an- 
nouncement of the death of the Hon. Amos E. Woop,a 
Representative in this body from the Sixth Congressional 
District of Ohio ; and as a token of respect for his character 
and public services, the members and officers of this House 
will wear the usual badge of morning for thirty days. 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be directed to 
transmit to the family of Mr. Woop certified copies of 
these proceedings. 

And, as a further mark of respect for the memory of the 
deceased, 

Resolved, That this House do now adjourn. 

Mr. CHASE. Mr. President, on a former oc- 
casion it was my melancholy duty to announce 
the death of the Representative of the Sixth Con- 
gressional district of Ohio, first elected to this Con- 
gress. It now devolves on me to advise the Sen- 
ate of the decease of the Hon. Amos E. Woop, 
who was elected to fill the vacancy thus created. 
Having discharged his duties well and faithfully 
during the late protracted session, he returned 
home to mingle with his constituents, and receive 
their welcome and approval. After a brief sojourn 
among them, he prepared to return to his place 
and duty here; and was on the eve of setting out 
when he was suddenly summoned to join the 
Great Assembly in the halls of death. The part- 
ner of his bosom had preceded him to the world 
of spirits. A band of interesting children survive 
to lament their orphanage. 

Mr. Woop was born in Jefferson county, New 
York. In 1825, when he was about fifteen years 
old, he removed with his father to Portage county, 
in Ohio. He was afterwards, for nearly two 
years, a member of the family of his near rela- 
tive, the present Governor of the State. In 1833 
he settled permanently in Woodville, in Sandusky 
county, and was a citizen of that place at the 
time of his death. He died at Fort Wayne, in 
Indiana, whither he had gone for the purpose of 
placing two of his children at school, on the 19th 
of November just passed. 

Mr. Woop commenced life without a fortune, 
and without a liberal education. Intelligent and 
persevering industry, however, supplied the one, 
while a clear and vigorous understanding, enlarged 
and improved by reading, observation, and reflec- 
tion, compensated for the want of the other. 

He was decided in his opinions. and immovable 
in his adherence to what he believed to be the 
right. This quality, as much as any other, and 
omer more than any other, attracted to him the 

arge measure of public confidence which he en- 
joyed. Twice he represented the district of which 

is county was a part, in the State House of Rep- 
resentatives, and once for a term of two years in 
the State Senate. In 1849 he was elected to Con- 
gress, receiving about five thousand majority. To 
the hour of his death he retained the confidence he 
had won. 

He was an honest, earnest, fearless man—true 
to his principles, true to his friends, true to his 
country. 
honorable life. Suddenly, at noon, was his sun 
cast down from heaven. I mourn the death of 
apincere friend; his family weep for an affection- 
ate and beloved father; his constituents deplore 
the loss of a faithful and efficient representative. 
The House, of which he was a member, have 
manifested their appreciation of his worth by the 


oo of the resolutions which have just been || 
read at your table. I invite the Senate to join in || 








this deserved tribute of respect to his memory by 
the adoption of the resolutions which I now send 
to the Chair: . - 


Resolved, That the Senate receive with sincere regret 
the announcement of the death of the Hon. Amos E. Woon, 


| State a member of the House of Representatives from the 
} State of Ohio, and tender to the relatives of the deceased 


the assurance of their sympathy with them under the be- 
reavement they have sustained. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed 
to transmit to the family of Mr. Woop a certified copy of 
the foregoing resolution. 


On motion by Mr. HALE, the Senate adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, December 12, 1850. 


The House met at twelve o’clock. The Journal 
of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. SAWTELLE asked that the Hon. Mr. 
Hackett be excused from service on the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims, in consequence 
of ill health. 

The question being taken, he was excused; and 
thereupon, 

The SPEAKER appointed Mr. Joexi B. Dan- 
NER to fill the vacancy. 

Mr. FEATHERSTON said that he saw from 
the published list of committees, that he had been 
placed on the Committee on Conmimerce and the 
Committee for the District of Columbia. Both 
those committees, he said, held frequent meetings, 
which might prevent him from giving proper at- 
tention to subjects referred to both; he therefore 
asked to be excused from service on the Commit- 
tee for the District of Columbia. 

The question was taken, and he was excused. 
Thereupon, 

The SPEAKER appointed Mr. Brown, of 
Mississippi, to fill the vacancy. 


| CLERK TO THE COMMITTEE OF WAYS AND 


MEANS. 

Mr. BAYLY asked the consent of the House 
to introduce a resolution authorizing the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means to appoint a clerk for the 
present session, at the usual rate of compensation. 

There being no objection, the resolution was in- 


| troduced and agreed to. 


Mr. FULLER asked the unanimous consent of 


| the House to introduce a resolution; which was 


e died in the prime of a useful and | 


read for information. 

Mr. GIDDINGS inquired of the Chair what 
was the regular order of business ? 

The SPEAKER said that the regular order of 
business was the call of the standing committees 
for reports, 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Then I call for the regular 
order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is called for, and the gentleman from Maine 
cannot introduce his resolution. 

Mr. GILBERT. Will the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Gippines] waive his call for the orders, 


| to permit me to introduce a resolution ? 


Mr. GIDDINGS. I have just objected to the 
resolution of the gentleman from Maine. I have, 
however, every disposition to accommodate the 
gentleman from California. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will be read 
for information. 

It was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 


to inquire into the expediency of improving the navigation 
of the bays of San Francisco, San Pueblo, and Suisson, and 


| the rivers Sacramento and San Joaquin, in the State of Cali- 
| fornia, by the construction of light-houses, buoys, and bea 
| cons, as follow : 


A light-house upon Angel Island, in the bay of San Fran- 


cisco ; 


A light-house at the straits of San Pueblo ; 

A light-house at some point upon the eastern shore of San 
Pueblo bay, between the straits of San Pueblo and the straits 
of Carquinez ; 

A light-house at the southern entrance to the straits of 
Carquinez ; 

A light-house at the mouth of Sonoria creek ; 

A light-house at the mouth of Napa creek ; 

A light-house at the northern entrance to the straits of 
Carquinez ; 

A light-house at some point on the bay of Suisson, be- 
tween the worthern entrance to the straits of Carquinez, and 
| the mouths of the Sacramento and San Joaquin rivers ; 

A beacon or beacons to mark the “ Middle Ground” and 
other dangers to navigation in the bay of Suisson ; 
| A light-house at the mouth of San Joaquin river ; 

A light-house at the mouth of the Sacramento river ; 

Buoys to mark Blossom and Invisible Rocks, and other 
dangers to navigation, in the Bay of San Francisco ; 


blo ; 
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Buoys to mark the main channel in the Bay of San Pue- |; 
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Buoys to mark the main channel in the Bay of Suisson. 

Resolved, That the Committee og Commerce be further 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of an appropria 
tion for the purpose of dredging, removing bars and obstiruc 
tions, and otherwise improving the navigation of the San 
Joaquin and Sacramento rivers. 

Mr. BURT. I believe, sir, the Commitiee on 
Commerce have the power to institute these In- 
vestigations without the instruction of the House. 
I therefore object to the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution is objected 
to, and cannot be introduced. Reports are now 
in order. 


EVIDENCE IN CONTESTED ELECTIONS. 


Mr. STRONG. Iam instructed by the Com- 
mittee of Elections to report back to “the House 
the bill prescribing the mode of obtaining evidence 
in cases of contested elections. I propose that the 
bill be read; and, as it will give rise to considera- 
ble interest, I presume its reading will prove ac- 
ceptable to the House. 

Che bill was then read through. 

Mr. STRONG resumed. There are, I under- 
stand, several members of the House who would 
like to examine the bill now read. It has not been 

yrinted; and, in order te give members of the 
cade an opportunity to examine it, | move that 
its further consideration be postponed till next 
Monday weck, and that it be ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, will that have the 
effect to make it the special order of the day ? 

The SPEAKER said that it would not. 

Mr. JONES. Will it come up on that day as 
the business in order? 

The SPEAKER. It will. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, I move that the bill 
be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
There are some very important provisions in the 
bill, as it strikes me from the reading of it. ‘There 
is one provision in it, if I understand it correctly, 
which provides, that if any person desiring to 
contest the election of another to a_ seat in this 
House, does not vive the person who may receive 
the certificate of election notice within thirty days, 
then he shall be debarred from contesting that 
seat. 

Mr. STRONG. The gentleman has misunder- 
stood the bill. ‘There is no such provision in it. 

Mr. JONES. I am mistaken, then, as to that 
portion of the bill. I cannot see, however, why it 
is that the President and Senate must be called in 
here, to aid us in making our rules and in deter- 
mining the election and qualification of members 
of this House, when this House has, under the 
Constitution of the country, the sole, exclusive 
right and power to judge of these questions for 
itself. And, sir, I can see no necessity for intro- 
ducing the present bill at this time. Each House 
must be a law to itself, with respect to the election 
and qualification of its members. 

The SPEAKER, The question of postpone- 
ment is not debatable. 

Mr. BURT. I trust that the motion of my 
friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. Strone] will pre 
vail. I am one of those who desire to examine 
this bill. I think there are some provisions in it 
which are not likely to prevail; and I see no pro- 
priety whatever in referring the bill to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. It comes appropriately 
from the Committee of Elections, and I trust the 
House will give the direction asked by the chair- 
man of that committee. 

The SPEAKER. The question before the 
House is to. postpone the bill til! Monday week. 

Mr. ASH? iUN. I move to refer the bill to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The question to postpone 
till next Monday week takes precedence. A mo- 
tion to refer has been already made, and the ques- 
tion now before the House is, to postpone till 
next Monday week. 

The question being then taken, it was agreed 
to, and the bill was postponed accordingly. 

The SPEAKER said, that the next business in 
order was reports from the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 


Mr. BAYLY. 


I wish to call the attention of 


the House to the r»pairs which seem necessary to 
be made in the room oceupied by the Committees 
of Ways and Means; and I am instructed by that 
committee to move a resolution, directing’ such 
repairs to be made as the majority of the commit- 
tee may think necessary. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 
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Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
authorized to cause such repairs to be Made in their com- 
mitice room as a mafbrity of said committee may deem 
necessary. 


The question was then taken, and the resolu- 
tion was agreed to. 

Mr. NELSON, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported back without amendment Senate bill No. 
4. entitled ** An act for the relief of the American 
Colonization Society ;”’ which was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and, with the report accompanying, or- 
dered to be printed, 

Mr. VENABLE. Irise to a question of order. 
I observe in the 23d rule, ‘that as soon as the 
Journal is read, the Speaker shall call for petitions 
from the members of each State, and Delezates 
from each Territory, beginning with Maine;”’ and 
as | understand it, according to the construction 
generally given to that rule, this order of business 
is imperative. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair has already de- 
cided upon the order of business. It is proper, 
however, that the House should know upon what 
principles the Chair has arrived at this decision. 
The practice of the House heretofore has been, 
for the first thirty days of the session to call the 
States for petitions, as stated by the gentleman 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Venapuie;] but the 
Chair is of the opinion, from a rule adopted du- 
ring the last session of Congress, that that rule is 
modified. That rule provides, that at the second 
sessien of Congress, after the first six days, the 
business of the House is resumed, as if there had 
been no adjournment. By this rule, at the second 
session of Congress, all bills, resolutions, and re- 
ports of the preceding session shall be resumed, 
justas if an adjournment had not taken place. 
i is impossible to give efficiency to this rule, un- 
less this construction be given to it; and it is under 
such construction that the Chair has decided that 
the business shall be taken up in this order. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. Will the 
Chair indulge me in a single remark ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Missis- 
sippi can pro eed, 

Mr. ‘THOMPSON. The universal practice of 
the House has been contrary to the reading which 
is now given to this rule by the Chair. It seems 
to me that the rule is imperative, that at each ses- 
sion of Congress for the first thirty days the 
States must be called for petitions, and that after 
thirty days we have always called for petitions on 
each alternate Monday. The object is, I believe, 
to get the business of Congress laid before the 
committees during the first thirty days, and that 
has been the universal practice under these rules 
ever since we have been members of Congress. 

The SPEAKER. The only error into which 
the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Tuompson] 
has fallen is, in reference to the time when the 
rule read by the Chair was adopted. It was 
adopted during the last Congress; and, therefore, 
the practice of the House heretofore, though it 
has been as the gentleman from Mississippi states, 
does not contravene the decision of the Chair, 
his decision being based on the adoption of the 
rule subsequent to the practice referred to by the 
gentleman from Mississippi. 

Mr. THOMPSON. ‘The Chair alludes, I sup- 
pose, to the 22d rule, adopted in 1818, which is in 
these words: 

‘* After six days from the commencement of a second or 
subsequent session of any Congress, all bills, resolutions, 
and reports, which originated in the House, and at the 
close of the next preceding session remained undetermined, 
shall be resumed and acted on in the same manner as if an 
adjournment had not taken place.” 

And the order of last Congress was only the 
readoption of that rule, as I understand it. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution adopted by 
the last Congress expressly provides what the 
Chair has stated. Such is his construction of the 
rule. If itis wrong, the House will set him right. 
And the Chair more readily adopts this construc- 
tion, because he believes that the resumption of 
the business of the preceding session will expe- 
dite the business of the House. The calling of 
the States for petitions would not expedite the busi- 
ness of the House so rapidly as the construction 
which the Chair Iffts given the rule, and he 
brought to that construction by this opinion. 


ras 


Mr. POTTER, from the Committee on the | 


Post Office and Post Roads, reported the following 
joint resolution; Which was read a first time: 


| his expenses added to it. 
the resolution proposes that he shall make postal | 


| office for but six months. 


service, and the arrangements necessary. 
months is about sufficient to accomplish this; and 


| 0 
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Resolved by the Senute and House of Representatives of 
the United States in Congress ussembled, That the Post- 
master General be authorized to appoint the present First 
Assistant Postmaster ®eneral a commissioner and special 
agent of the Department, (for a term not exceeding six 
mouths,) and to assign him to the organization of foreign 
postal arrangements, and of the mail service in the Pacific 
portion of the United States, and to such additional duties 
in connection therewith, ata cgmpensation not exceeding 
his actual and necessary expenses in addition to the annual 
pay of an Auditor of the Treasury; and that said commis- 
sioner, with a special agent of the Department, or a post- 
master in California or Oregon, or a special agent of the 
departnnent in California er Oregon, with a postmaster, 
have the like power to open proposals, asis given by the 
law to the two Assistant Postmasters General at the Gen- 


eral Post Office, and to take all like proceedings, subjectto | 


approval by the Postmaster General. 


The joint resolution having been read a second 


time— 
Mr. POTTER said : I propose, Mr. Speaker, 


to put this resolution upon its passage now, and I | 
ask the attention of the House to it for one mo- | 


The mail service in Oregon and Califor- 
nia has been advertised for, and the advertisement 
of the Postmaster General states that the bids for 
such service will be opened at San Francisco, 
Now, by the law organizing the Post Office De- 
partment, bids cannot be opened at any other 
place than at the General Post Office in Washing- 
ton city. The advertisements, therefore, will go 
for nothing. The service will not be taken; the 
bids will not be accepted, unless this proposition 
prevail here. 


ment, 


It is simply a resolution, under which it is in- 


tended to appoint an officer—Major Hobbie, one 
of the Assistant Postmasters General here—to go 
to San Francisco and receive these bids. His 
compensation is to be only what it now is, with 
And on the trip there 


arrangements at Havana, Panama, and at Ja- 


maica, so that the mails may be exchanged there | 


with greater facility than now. 

I have no doubt of the necessity of this arrange- 
ment; and it will be about as economical a one as 
to have the service readvertised, and the bids 
sent here from California and Oregon. It is pro- 
posed, if this resolution pass, to send Major 
Hobbie to San Franciscoimmediately, that he may 


be there ready to open the bids for the mail ser- 


vice; and he will be authorized by the resolution 
to make a contract, subject to the approval of the 
Postmaster General in Washington. I hope there 
will be no objection to the passage of the reso- 
lution. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 
quire of the gentleman from Ohio how long the 
avent is to remain in California? 

Mr. POTTER. For six months only. 
supposed that the business may be completed 
there within six months, It may be done sooner. 
The resolution contemplates the existence of this 
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Mr. DUER, (interposing, and Mr. Porrer 
yielding the floor.) I should like to ask of the 
gentleman from Ohio an explanation upon one 
point. I think the resolution provides that a par- 
ticular person shall be appointed agent. Is it so? 

Mr. POTTER. The resolution specifies. the 
Assistant Postmaster General, who is Mr. Hobbie. 

Mr. DUER. So I understood it, and I believe 
that gentleman would be a very proper appoint- 
ment; but | would suggest that it would be more 
proper to leave the matter to the discretion of the 
Postmaster General. 

Mr. POTTER. The resolution mentions the 
First Assistant Postmaster General; and I was au- 
thorized by the Postmaster General to insert it in 
the resolution. The Postmaster General desires it. 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, (interposing, and 
Mr. Porrer yielding the floor.) I desire, with 
the permission of the gentleman from Ohio, only 


to say, that it is wholly useless to send any person | 
upon this mission unless you send some person | 
thoroughly acquainted with the whole Post Office 


system and postal arrangements. If Major Hob- 
bie’s name is inserted in the resolution I will go 
for it with pleasure, as he is a gentleman upon 
whose competency and ability we can rely. 
Agents whom we have sent to that country never 


| can perfect that system, unless we substitute some 


person who understands the whole minutia of the 
Six 


when the machinery is put into operation, there 


| will be no difficulty in managing it, I am in favor 2 
f this rather than what was recommended by the | master General was compelled to appoint an agent, 


I would in- | 


It is 


Dee. 12, 


late Postmaster General, to establish in C 
a separate post office department. That 
done. | am in favor of this resolution, w 
enable the Department to place 
a proper and permanent footing. 

Mr. BOWLIN. I am opposed to this Whole 
matter of having separate departments for differey, 
sections of the country. Now, sir, it will be reco). 
lected that these bids are made by letter, ang | 
undertake to say that a letter can reach Washiye. 
ton from San Francisco as soon, if not sooner 
than from some parts of Missouri. And, sir, i; 
we are to begin this business of dividing our de. 
ee into sections because the country is so 
arge, it is obvious that it will have a tendency to 
promote the designs of the disunionists, ; 

Mr. POTTER, (Mr. Bowutn yielding tho 
floor.) If the gentleman from Missouri had paid 
attention to what fell from me just now, I think h¢ 
would not have made the remarks which he jg 
now making. As | stated before, this is but q 
temporary office; it is to continue only for six 
months. The Postmaster General has advertised 
for bids for this mail service, and advertised tha, 
those bids are to be opened at San Francisco, 
which he has no power to do; and therefore, yy. 
less this resolution is adopted, and some person 
sent te California by the authority of Congress, 
competent to make the contracts, the mail service 
in California and Oregon must be suspended until 
the Department can readvertise, until additional 
bids can be received here and returned again to 
California, and further, until the contractors can 
return their securities here, which would cause a 
delay of at least twelve months. 

But this, as I said before, is but a temporary 
matter, rendered necessary by the error into 
which the Postmaster General has fallen in ad- 
vertising the bids to be opened in San Franciseo 
when the law requires them to be opened here 
and nowhere else. It is not intended as a per- 
manent arrangement, but merely asa temporary 
one, and | hope, therefore, that there will be no 
objection to it. 

Mr. BOWLIN (who was nearly inaudible at 
the Reporter’s desk) was understood to say: [ un- 
derstood the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Porrer,| 
when he was first up, that this was but a tempo- 
rary matter, but I did not understand the reason 
why it was rendered necessary—to correct an 
error into which the Postmaster General has fallen. 
But, sir, 1 am opposed to the principle of the 
thing. Texas, Missouri, Wisconsin, Iowa, and 
other distant portions of the country, are as distant 
from Washington (so far as postal matters are 
concerned) as San Francisco; and once commence 
the practice, there is no telling how far it may 
lead. 1 am entirely opposed to the principle, and 
hope the House will not adopt the resolution. 

Mr. CARTTER. Mr. Speaker, I am in favor 
of the passage of this resolution, or some other in 
reference to this subject. The Government has in- 
curred enormous expense in providing for the trans- 
mission of the mails from here to California and 
Oregon, or to the port of San Francisco in the 
State of California only; and the current history 
of that State shows, that the temporary sojourners 
in California and the citizens who are employed at 
the mines, are victimized: by a set of speculators 
Jocated at San Francisco and in the neighborhood 
of the mines, who transmit letters each way. _ 

Now, if this Government has sufficient consid- 
eration for the people in California to convey their 
mails to the principal seaports, I hold that they 
ought to carry them into the interior of the coun- 
try; for whatever matter does reach the mines, 1n 
the interior, reaches them under a tariff that is an 
outrage; and not only this, but they are at present 
involved in all the uncertainties of the private 
transmission of their mail matter. We are in- 
formed by a publication in San Francisco, that a 
letter to be conveyed into the interior is subjected 
to a tariff of two dollars. 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, (interposing). 1 de- 
sire, if the gentleman from Ohio will allow-me, Just 
to state one fact. When Texas was annexed, she 
had her own mail system, but in regard to Califor- 
nia the case is different. The Postmaster Genega! 
appointed the late postmaster general of Texas, as 
post office agent of this Government. He under- 
stood perfectly well the Texan system, but he did 
not understand the system in the United States: 
and there was continued confusion, until the Post- 
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(Mr. Campbell, of Kentucky,) who had been long | the necessity of the case, I feel bound to sustain 
‘snnected with the Post Office Department here, | this resoluaon, and I believe that it will aecom- 
ond understood the system. He went to Texas, plish a saving to the Government tar greater than 
a in the course of two or three months brought | the amount of salary which may be paid to this 
aa postal system there to a state of perfection, and | agent. for these reasons | am in favor of the 
s went on well afterwards. ; passage of the resolution. . 

Mr. CARTTER, (resuming.) There is another | Mr. GILBERT. 1 hope the House will adopt 
o@sideration in connection with this matter. If this resolution. | am indebted to the gentleman 
we succeed In running the mail service into the | from Missouri [Mr. I HELPs]| for the statement 
‘nterior of Califorpia, and putting down the sys- which he has made in regard to the postal ar- 
tem of private expresses, we open at the same time rangemenis now exisung lM California, and | can 
4 more secure channel for the transmission of the | certify that it is correct. Under the system which 
wold that is extracted from the mines, than private | at present prevails there, men at the mines have 
enterprise; for it can then be placed under the pro- | had to pay from forty to fifty dollars for a single 
rection of the Post Office Department, and be not | letter. Under the system of private expresses, 
subjected to the uncertainty that now attends it. where they do not have letters enough to pay them 

Now, what is this proposition? It is proposed | for making the trip, or where there is only one 
by the Postmaster General to receive the bids for | letter, that letter has to pay the whole expense 
mail service in California, where they ought to be and profit of the tip from the mines to San Fran- 
received, and thus to open up to the enterprise of | cisco. ' 
the citizens of that State a competition in this line. ‘The difficulty in this case is, that the advertise- 
This is the only way in which this service can be |) ment has already been issued at San Francisco, 
performed. Nobody on this side of the continent that the contracts are to be made there; but uniess 
can be prepared to enter into the undertaking of | there is such a provision as this resolution con- 


transmitting the mails into the interior of Califor- | templates, the whole matter will have to come 
nia. | back to Washington; and the delay that must en- 

Thus far postal facilities have been only carried | sue before proper postal arrangements can be 
to the door of that young State. We have not || made for that State will be vexatious and exceed- 


entered itas yet. I hold that we are bound to do |, ingly oppressive. 
it, and that Major Hobbie, of all other men, is 


under successive Administrations, by his integrity, | have the most wretched and inefficient system. 
fidelity, and wisdom. For this reason l am dis- 


do likewise. 


Mr. PHELPS. 


think he weuid not have been opposed to it. || to adopt the resolution. 
During the last Congress authority was given to 


of this continent. He delegated that authority to 
under the provisions of that act, that agent had | (Criesof ‘*inough said,’’ and ‘*go on.’’) 


authority to establish temporary post service be- 


upon such terms as the agent of the Post Office 
Department in California might think proper, sub- | hope that this resolution may not be passed. 
ject to the approval of the Postmaster General. 


were embraced in the general act establishing post 
roads. 


That act passed at so late a day that it was 


demands of that country. The advertisement for || Pacific coast. 
proposals for mail service must be published for | 


at least twelve weeks in the State or Territory 


for permanently carrying the mail. If the Post- || Francisco? 
master General had not pursued the course which | 
he has done in this case, I am satisfied that the 
post routes in California and Oregon established 


been put in operation until some time next fall. | 
I am furthermore satisfied, that by pursuing the 
course which is prescribed by this resolution, 


perfor 


if these contracts are let out to the low- || very beginning every project of this kind. 


porary appointment. It proposes that the agent 


permanent provision, I would oppose it; but, from | Major Hobbie, or any o 
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The people of California, so far as the payment 
the man to do it. Heis nota politician. He is of postage is concerned, though they feel the dis- 
not one of those who have come up here for the crimination that has been made against them, are 
purpose of making speculations out of the Treas- || yet satisfied to pay higher prices than any people 
ury, but he is an old, long-tried, and faithful ser- || m the Union; but they want a system of postal 
vant of the public. He has served under Admin- || arrangements by which they can receive their 
istrations of every political character, and comes mails regularly, and by which they can be dis- 
here indorsed by a political opponent as the ap- || seminated to every point in the mines throughout 
propriate agent for this purpose. The Postmaster || the country. That is not the case now; although 
General himself recommends this gentleman, who || they pay more postage, perhaps, than the same 
has retained his connection with this Department | number of people in any other State, yet they 


With regard to the gentleman whom this reso- 
posed to vote for him, and I hope that other gen- | lution names, Mr. Hobbie, | concur in the senti- 
tlemen, laying aside their political prejudices, will || ments expressed by the honorable gentieman from 

Ohio, [Mr. Cartrrer.] 1 believe that if he is sent 
If my colleague had been || there, his ability, his knowledge, and his known 
aware of the manner in which the post office ser- || practical experience in matters of this sort, will 
vices had been put into operation, and had fully |, enable him to restore that system to a proper 
understood the provisions of this resolution, I || basis. | hope, then, that the House will be pleased 


Mr. ‘THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania. I think 
the Postmaster General to provide for the estab- || this question is very well understood now, and in 
lishment of mail services upon the western coast | order to determine it I move the previous question. 
Mr. THURSTON. I hope the gentleman from 
an agent, who was sent to San Francisco, and |, Pennsylvania will allow me to say one word first. 


Mr. THOMPSON. As the gentleman only 
tween various places in California and in Oregon; || wants to make a short speech, 1 will yield to him, 
in other words, ‘*the service was performed ”’| and he can renew the motion before he sits down. 


Mr. THURSTON then said: Mr. Speaker, | 


have long been apprised of a project on foot here 
There were no post routes established in Cali- | to create the office of a Second Assistant Postmas- 
fornia until near the close of the last session of Con- | ter General for Oregon and California, who shall 
gress, (I mean established by law,) when many | reside and hold office at San Francisco. I know 
post roads were established in that State, and | that that project has been originated in California; 
that an agent has been sent on here from Califor- 
nia, who has recommended to the Postmaster Gen- 
eral the creation of the office of Second Assistant 
impossible for the Postmaster General to execute | Postmaster General, to be located at San Fran- 
it, and require proposals to be received in this | cisco, and whose duty it shall be to preside over | 
city, and establish that service so as to meet the | and manage the whole of the mail matters of the 


Mr. POTTER, (interposing.) I wishto inquire 
of the gentleman from Oregon whether the Post- 
where the service is to be performed, before the || master General has power to appoint a Second 
Postmaster General can enter {into any contract || Assistant Postmaster General to reside at San 


Mr. THURSTON. I have not come to that 
part of the subject yet; but I say that this is noth- 
ing more than a precursor to a law based on the 
at the last session of Congress would not have || recommendation of the special agent from Califor- 
nia, to create the office of Second Assistant Post- 
master General for the Pacific coast. And, sir, I 
\ wish to be understood in advance, in relation to | 
there will be a saving to the Department; because | this matter; and if there is a single man within 
thls temporary mail service is performed for the | the compass of this Hall favorable to the Territory | 
Sa at a much higher rate thaa it will be || of Oregon, I ask him to strike down in the 

I, 
est bidder. This resolution only proposes a tem- | sir, here in my place enter my most solemn pro- 
|| test against the Territory of Oregen being made 
to perform this duty shall only hold the appoint- | tributary, in any the least degree, to the State of 
ment for the term of six months. If it was tobea)| California. 1 have no —- to your sending 


ner man into California 
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to receive bids for carrying the mails within the 
State of California; but I have a decided objection, 
and I wish it t& be known that I have such ob- 
jection to any man—no matter who he may be, 
Whig or Democrat—being sent to reside at San 
Francisco for the purpose of receiving bids for 
carrying the mails within the Territory of Oregon. 
I hope that the ‘Verritory of Oregon is able to take 
care of herself. There are men in the Territory 
of Oregon as competent to discharge these duties 
as any man in the States, and, sir, the last place 
on God Almighty’s earth that I Would wish to 
see selected as the place for the residence of a pub- 
lic officer to conduct the business of the Oregon 
Territory, is San Francisco. The post office at 
San Francisco, it is well known, is a common 
tomb, out of which a large part of the matter that 
enters never emerges, and the officers in Califor- 
nia, and at San Francisco, attend to speculations 
instead of attending to the business of their offices. 

Now, sir, what are the facts? The Postmaster 
General has just commissioned and sent to the 
‘Territory of Oreron, a gentleman for the special 
purpose of roing through the country to organ- 
ize a postal system there, and that agent is now 
in the Territory of Oregon. That agent is Mr. 
Ferguson, a clerk who has been in the Post Office 
Department for eighteen years, and who has now 
been sent out by this hberal Postmaster General 
for the purpose of surveying and organizime the 
Territory, and informing the Department here of 
the wants of the people of Oregon in respect to 
postal accommodations. Now, on the very back 
of that 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, (interposing.) 1 
bee leave to correct the gentleman from Oregon. 

I think he is entirely mistaken about the mission 
of Mr. Ferguson. I understand that he is going 
there fora very different object. 

Mr. THURSTON, (resuming.) | Sir, | under- 
stand and know that such is his object. ‘The 
Postmaster General told me that he had sent Mr. 
Ferguson there with a commission in his pocket 
for this very object. That is what I know: That 
gentleman 1s sent out there to consult with the 
Post Office agent now in the Territory, to ascer- 
tain what the wants of the Territory are, and 
report all the facts of the case to the Department 
here, and then the Department will take such ac- 
tion as they may think proper. 

Now, if you send an agent there, who shall re- 
side at San Francisco, Orecon will be as much 
unattended to as if he was located in the very 
centre of the country. If you willamend your res- 
olution, so that Major Hobbie will take care of 
the State of California only, | have no objection 
to it. Wehave had a man sent out already to 
take care of the Territory of Oregon, and the peo- 
nie of Oregon much prefer to do their business 

directly with the Post Office Department here, 
than to do it with any man at San Fransisco, no 
matter who he may be: for we know—— 

Mr. POTTER. I call the gentleman to order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Orevon 
will please to suspend his remarks until the point 
of order is decided. 

Mr. THURSTON. Let the gentleman state 
his point of order. 

Mr. PC YTTER. There is no proposition bef re 
the House requiring any agent to reside at San 
Francisco. The gentleman is basing his argu- 
ment upon the ground that this resolution requires 
an agent of the Post Office Department to reside 
at San Francisco. There is no such provision in 
the resolution. 

The SPEAK ER. The ( ‘hair does not conse r 
that a good point of order. ‘The gentleman from 
Oregon is addressing himself to the resoluuon be- 
fore the House. 

Mr. POTTER. But his remarks are not rele- 
vant to the subject before the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is not prepared 
to rule the nemarks of the gentleman from Oregon 
out of order as irrelevant. 

Mr. PHELPS, (Mr. Tuurston yielding the 
floor.) With the permission of the gentleman 
from Oregon, I will state that I differ with him in 
the information which I have received relative to 
the appointment of Mr. Ferguson. I learn that 
he carries in his pocket a commission as agent, 
temporarily appointed to see to the mail service as 
he travels to Oregon. But I also learn that, upon 
his arrival in the Territory of Oregon, he takes 
his place as agent of a steamboat company; and I 
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believe that the gentleman from Oregon is also in- 
formed in relation to that matter. I may have 
been incorrectly informed, but tfat is my infor- 
mation. 

Mr. THURSTON. I usually understand what 
I am about, and when I saya thing I usually pre- 
tend to know it, and I know that Mr. Ferguson 
is commissioned to Oregon as special agent by the 
Postmaster General; that he has been instructed 
to consult with the post office agent now located 
in Oregon, to survey the whole ground, to inquire | 
what the Territory wants in connection with the 
carrying of the mails; and he is instructed, after 
having got possession of all the facts of the case, 
to make a report directly to the Department here 
as to the wants of the Territory. 

Mr. PHELPS, (interposing.) I desire to know 
whether you are informed that Mr. Ferguson is 
employed as agent of a steamboat company? 

Mr. THURSTON. I know that after Mr. Fer- 
guson has discharged all the duties for which he 
was sent out by the Department, and made his 
report to the Postmaster General, he is then to re- 
ma‘n in the country and enter into other business. 

Mr. PHELPS. But you are aware that he is 
the agent of a steamboat company ? 

Mr. THURSTON. No matter whether he is 
arent or not, 

The SPEAKER. This conversation is entirely 
out of order. Gentlemen must not interrupt un- 
less the floor is yielded regularly. 

Mr. THURSTON, (resuming.) Now, sir, | 
what I want to call the attention of the House to 
is this, that the post office agent at San Fran- 
cisco came here to Washington some time since. I 
had the curiosity to inquire what he was after, and 
I ascertained that he recommended the Postmaster 
General te have a Second Assistant Postmaster 
General appointed for the whole Pacific coast, who 
should reside at San Francisco. He then recom- 
mended to have a dead letter office located at San 
Francisco, and all our business carried on at 
that office, by three separate officers, all of 
whom were to be located at San Francisco. The 
Postmaster General wrote a letter to Mr. Rusk, 
chairman of the Post Office Committee in the Sen- 
ate. Mr. Rusx introduced a bill into the Senate, du- 
ring the last session of Congress, to carry out those 
recommendations. Finding out that plan, I went 
to the Postmaster General, and to Mr. Rusx, 
and protested solemnly, in the name of the Ore- 
gon Territory, against any project of that kind; 
saving to both gentlemen, that so far as Oregon 
was concerned, she wished to be disconnected from 
California, and not to be made dependent on that 
State, or upon any Californian officer. I received 
assurances from Mr. Rusk, that no bill of that 
kind, proposing the appointment of officers to be 
located at San Francisco, would meet the approba- 
tion of the Senate, That matter tumbled through 
for the time being. Now, I do know, that this is 
but the precursor of that ulterior project; and 
when gentlemen vote for this resolution, depend 
on it, they vote for a measure that will take out of | 
the ‘Treasury of the United States $20,000 every 
year. ‘hat is what you vote for, and I warn you 
against it. 

We ask you for none of these things in Oregon. 
We simply want a post office agent, ata salary | 
of $1,500 a year. ‘That is all we ask, and all we 
want, Separate us from California. Give us a 
separate officer, with a salary of $1,500 a year. | 
Wedo notask any favors, but we do not want 
our offices or officers located at San Francisco. 

Now this is my statement of the case, and I call 
upon every gentleman who regards the interests | 
of the Oregon Territory—who regards our rights 
and our privileges, to vote against any project | 
whatever, the effect of which may be to make us 
dependent upon officers stationed at San Francisco. 

Ve know that San Francisco is a maelstrom 
which sucks down and swallows up everything 
that comes within its reach, and we do not want 
to be dependent on it. These are my objections | 
to this project, I see in it a well-directed blow at | 
the interests and rights of the Territory which I | 
represent here. Those rights I will defend against | 
any attack or opposition, from whatever quarter | 
it may come. 

Mr. JONES moved to strike out fram the reso- | 
lution the words ‘the First Assistant Posmaster | 
General.’’ The resolution, sir, (said Mr. J.,)as at 
present worded, attempts to do indirectly what | 
every gentleman upon this floor will concede that | 
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the Congress of the United States has no power to 
do directly. The Constitution of the United States 
vests the a of appointment in the President of 
the United States, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate, but, at the same time, provides 
that Congress may by law vest the appointment of 
such inferior officers as they think proper in the | 
President alone, in the courts of law, or in the 
heads of the Departments. But this resolution au- 
thorizes the Postmaster General not to appoint an | 


officer merely, but to appoint a ceriain individual | 


as a commissioner in his Department for certain ser- 
vices. It does so without giving any power to ap- 
point any other individual than the one designated 
in the resolution under consideration. 


Now, sir, if the public service requires the du- | 


ties of such an agent or commissioner, give to the | 
appointing power the right to make such selection 
as it thinks proper. This does not, it is true, 
command him to appoint this individual as its com- | 
missioner in the General Post Office Department; 
but it authorizes him to do it. 

Suppose he (the Postmaster General) does not 
think proper to appoint this individual, then he 
has no power to appoint any other; and the ser- 
vice cannot therefore be performed. This reso- 
lution only authorizes him to send the individual 
specified to California, but he is not to be sent there 
as the First Assistant Postmaster General. 

I take it for granted that the present First Assist- | 
ant Postmaster General will either resign or be 
discharged from his present office; and he is to be 
sent, under this resolution, as a commissioner to | 
California, with a compensation not exceeding the | 
salary of an Auditor. Why not say not exceed- | 
ing the salary of an Assistant Postmaster Gene- | 
ral. 

The salary of an Assistant Postmaster General 
is $2,500, whilst that of an Auditor is $3,000. In 
addition to this increase of salary, (the salary of 
an Auditor,) all his expenses are to be paid. 

This commission, also, is not to extend be- | 
yond six months. Suppose, sir, that in that time 
he has been unable to accomplish his object in | 
full: then he has no authority to continue his 
operations, without receiving further appointment. | 

It seems to me that, whatever may be the design | 
of the thing, the only effect of it will be to | 
send a particular individual upon this mission, | 
with a salary and his expenses paid, to a country 
to which, perhaps, he intends to go at any rate. | 
I do not know, sir, how that may be. 


Mr. POTTER. 


are specific. He has to receive and adjudicate 
upon the bids for mail service contracts, embracing 


four years, from the first of July next, and con- | 
sequently he must, previous to that date, have re- | 


ceived all the bids and made his decisions. 


Mr. JONES. That does not alter the case at | 


all, for if it be necessary for the public service that 
such an agent be appointed, why does Congress 


attempt to designate the individual to be selected, | 


when we have not the appointing power for these 


executive offices? This belongs, according to the | 
Constitution, only to the President and the Senate, | 
or to the courts of the county and the heads of | 
Departments, when placed there by law. Why | 


should Congress assume in this case the powers 


which appropriately belong to the Executive De- | 


partment? If the Postmaster General does not 


think fit to appoint the individual designated, the | 


service must suffer for want of some person by 


whom these duties are to be performed. If, sir, the | 
amendment which I propose, to strike out the | 


words ‘‘the present Assistant Postmaster Gen- 
eral,’’? be adopted, the resolution will then leave 
it discretionary with the Postmaster General to 
— some other person. Ce 
Now, sir, I have no objection to his appointing | 
the person referred to--the First Assistant Post- 
master General—but, on the contrary, if Congress 
authorizes the appointment of this officer, I should | 
be highly gratified at the result—as much as at | 
the appointment of any gentleman I know of. I | 
think S is eminently qualified for that service, as 
for almost any other service connected with the | 
0st Office operations of the country, and particu- 
ore with that department of it over which he has 


presided with so much ability and advantage to 
the country for a number of years—the contract || 
branch of the Post Office service. 
But in every case in our decisions in this House, || 
I think we should be governed by general princi- | 


| would merely suggest to 
my friend, that the duties assigned to this agent 
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ples, and by the Constitution, and give the 
pointment of all offices to the Executive as con. 
templated by the Constitution, or to the head of 
the appropriate department. It is not for us to de. 
signate the individual who shall be appointed b 
the head of the Department, leaving him no other 
selection. 

Now, sir, I do not knowthat this officer is at a 
required by the exigencies of the country; that jt 
is at all important to the Department that a selec. 
tion should be made. Perhaps if it was not for 
the purpose of providing for this particular cage 
we should not be asked to authorize this appoint. 
ment. However that may be, I hope that m 
amendment will be made, and then that the Posi. 
master General may make a selection if he thinks 
proper, and the public service requires it. Offices 
should be created to promote the public business 
but not to provide for individuals. : 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, demanded 
the previous question, which received a second— 
ayes 72, noes 70. 

The main question was ordered. 

The question being put on the amendment of 
Mr. Jones, it was taken, and carried in the 
affirmative. 

The question now being, Shall the joint resoly- 
tion be engrossed and read a third time? 

Mr. THURSTON inquired whether it was in 
order to move to lay the resolution on the table? 

The SPEAKER said it was in order. 

Mr. THURSTON. Then I make that motion, 
and ask for tellers. 

Mr. DUER called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered. 

Mr. TAYLOR requested that the resolution 
might be again read; and it was read. 

{A message was here received from the Senate, 


| by Mr. Dickins, their Secretary, communicating 


information relative to the passage of several bills 
of a private character. } 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
lay the joint resolution on the table, and decided 
in the negative—yeas 77, nays 105, as follow: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Allen, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Beale, Bingham, Bocock, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert J. Brown, 
Buel, Burt, George A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Camp- 
bell, Cleveland, Clingman, Colcock, Daniel, Danner, Dis- 
ney, Dunham, Nathan Evans, Featherston, Fuller, Gid- 
dings, Gilmore, Green, Hall, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W, 
Harris, Hay, Hebard, Hibbard, Holladay, Hubbard, Inge, 
Andrew Johnson, Jones, Julian, Leffler, Horace Mann, Job 
Mann, Marshall, McDonald, McDowell, McGaughey, Me- 
Lanahan, McMullen, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morris, 
Morrison, Ogle, Otis, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Powell, Rich- 
ardson, Robinson, Rockwell, Root, Savage, Seddon, Spaul- 
ding, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James 
Thompson, Venable, Wallace, Wentworth, and Wildrick 
ome G0 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Ashmun, Bokee, 
Booth, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, William J. Brown, 
Bullard, Burrows, Butler, Calvin, Cartter, Casey, Chandler, 
Clarke W.R. W. Cobb, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell 
Deberry, Dickey, Dimmick, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Ed- 
mundson, Eliot, Ewing, Fitch, Fowler, Freedley, Gentry, 
Gilbert, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hammond, Hamp- 
ton, Harlan, Thomas L. Harris, Haymond, Henry, Holmes, 
Houston, Howe, Hunter, J. W. Jackson, W. T. Jackson, 
Robert W. Johnson, Kaufman, Kerr, George G. King, 
James,.G. King, John A. King, La Sére, Matteson, MeKis- 
sock, Moore, Morse, Morton, Nelson, Newell, Olds, Orr, 
Outlaw, Phelps, Phenix, Pitman, Potter, Putnam, Reed, 
Reynolds, Robbins, Ross, Rumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, 
Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Sprague, 
Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Taylor, 
John B. Thompson, Thurman, Tuck, Underhill, Vinton, 
Walden, Waldo, Watkins, Wellborn, White, Whittlesey, 
Williams, Wright, and Young—105. 

The question recurred, and was put, on order- 
ing the joint resolution to be engrossed and read a 
third time, and carried in the affirmative. 

The SPEAKER said that if there was no ob- 
jection, the joint resolution would now receive its 
third reading. 

Mr. JONES objected. ; 

So the resolution lies over till to-morrow. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved that when 
the House adjourns to-day, it adjourn till Mon- 
day next. 

ir. WENTWORTH called for the yeas and 
nays, and they were ordered. : 
{r. JOHNSON withdrew his motion. 


REPORTS FROM JUDICIARY COMMITTEE. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvani om the 
refered 
the bill from the Senate No. 207, entitled ‘* An 
act for the relief of Elizabeth L. Blackburn,” re- 
ported the same back without amendment; which 
was referred to a committee of the Whole House, 
and made the order of the day for to-morrow. 
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